Furman Magazine
Volume 49
Issue 1 Spring 2006

Article 1

4-1-2006

Furman Magazine. Volume 49, Issue 1 - Full Issue
Furman University

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarexchange.furman.edu/furman-magazine
Recommended Citation
University, Furman (2006) "Furman Magazine. Volume 49, Issue 1 - Full Issue," Furman Magazine: Vol. 49 : Iss. 1 , Article 1.
Available at: https://scholarexchange.furman.edu/furman-magazine/vol49/iss1/1

This Complete Volume is made available online by Journals, part of the Furman University Scholar Exchange (FUSE). It has been accepted for
inclusion in Furman Magazine by an authorized FUSE administrator. For terms of use, please refer to the FUSE Institutional Repository Guidelines.
For more information, please contact scholarexchange@furman.edu.

SPRING 2006

Spring 2006

F

E

AT

U

R

E

S

TURNING THE TIDE
'89 is a leader in the effort to preserve

Ted Morton

2
and protect

the world's oceans.
by Tom Nugent

THEY CALL HIM COACH

8

You'd be hard-pressed to find a better ambassador for the game
of tennis - or for Furman - than Paul Scarpa.
by Ron Wagner

FITNESS FIRST

14

Founded just three years ago, Furman's running institute
is already earning international attention and media acclaim.
by Leigh Gauthier Savage

LIVING MONUMENTS

18

A look at Furman's success in developing Truman Scholars, with
commentary from four recipients about the award's significance.

FURMAN REPORTS

24

PHILANTHROPY

30

ATHLETICS

32

ALUMNI NEWS

34

THE LAST WORD

48

Printed on partially recycled paper

ON THE COVER:
A forest of kelp in the Gorringe Bank off the coast
of Portugal.
Photo © Oceana/Juan Carlos Calvin

dP!l dlJl
�U!U.llll

ne morning in the spring of 2005, environmental
lobbyist Ted Morton found himself hurrying up
a steep flight of marble steps on Capitol Hill.
Pausing at the top of the staircase, the veteran activist took a
few moments to catch his breath - while gazing nervously around
the vast, swarming lobby of the Russell Senate Office Building.
Morton, a 1989 Furman graduate who'd gone on to become
a public-interest lawyer and then a lobbyist for the world's largest
ocean-protecting advocacy organization, was feeling more than
a little uptight on that mild, sunny morning.
Why was he so alarmed - with his pulse pounding and
his palms clammy - as he hurried toward a conference room
on the first floor?
It was simple: The hard-charging lobbyist for Oceana, a
worldwide environmental advocacy group with 300,000 members
in more than 150 countries, was anticipating a tongue-lashing
from one of the most powerful politicians on the Hill.

BY

TOM NUGENT

Morton had resigned himself to the likelihood that he would
be "chewed out " by Ted Stevens, the senior Republican senator
from Alaska. Stevens, the President Pro Tem of the Senate and
clout-wielding chairman of the powerful Senate Commerce
Committee, is a legendary figure, a no-nonsense, tough-talking
GOP bulldog with a Washington-wide reputation for blasting
political opponents into smithereens, especially if they dare to
oppose his plans for federal legislation affecting his home state.
Which is exactly what Morton had done.
Two years before, Morton had gone eyeball-to-eyeball with
Stevens and his staff in a battle over a fishing package that was
dear to the senator's combative heart. The senator had proposed
an amendment to a funding bill that would have stopped efforts
to protect ancient, fragile deep-sea corals off Alaska's Aleutian
Islands from destructive commercial fishing practices. He had
added the provision to the must-pass bill right as it was going
to the full Senate for a vote.
Enter the tenacious Oceana lobbyist, Ted Morton.
Operating out of the non-profit group's cluttered offices on
M Street in downtown Washington, Morton had played a key role
in organizing a massive public campaign that swamped Stevens
and other U.S. senators under a relentless flood of letters, phone
calls and e-mails. The message: Stop reckless commercial
fishermen in Alaska from destroying any more precious Aleutian
Islands deep-sea corals!
Along with triggering thousands of phone calls and e-mails
from around the world, Morton and his fellow activists managed
to generate a great deal of media coverage about the environmental
problems caused by bottom-trawling, an aggressive and violent
form of "industrial fishing" in which the seafood harvesters drop
heavy giant nets to the floor of the sea, then drag them along for
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Ted Morton and his staff work to educate the public about the importance of preserving marine
ecosystems. Above: Actor Ted Danson (left) and fellow Oceana board member Stephen P. McAllister
announce plans for a trans-oceanic expedition aboard the Ranger (right) to document the riches
of and threats to sea life; a diver off the Portugal coast during the trip. Photos courtesy Oceana.

Right now, the science suggests that there's a 20-year window in which we can still help the oceans
to recover from p ollution, destructive fishing practices, and over-develo p ment of coastal regions.

miles at a time, scraping up and destroying almost everything

thanking him and his colleagues for the role they play in conserving

in their path.

fish populations and the ocean environment. He also urged their

Until Morton & Co. showed up, Stevens had been confident
that his 11th-hour amendment to the spending bill would face little
opposition. But in the end, the public outcry and the negative

full involvement in the upcoming process to revise the Magnuson
Stevens Act.
"Much to my relief, he told us that he very much respected

media coverage became so intense that the senator was forced

our point of view, " says Morton. "He also said he understood that

to relent, and the original coral-protecting language remained

we had environmental interests to represent, and that the Alaska

the law of the land.
Against huge odds and overwhelming opposition, Morton
and his ocean-defending colleagues had won. And their victory

fishermen had commercial interests to represent. And he pointed
out that it was his job, and the job of the other senators, to try and
strike the right balance between those two interests. He told us

sent a clear message to America's fisheries: You don't have a

that he knew he wasn't going to agree with everything we had to

license to wreck the oceans in order to make a profit.

say during that discussion, but that he respected and appreciated

Now, two years later, Morton was preparing once again to
discuss legislation that would affect fish conservation and fishery

our determination to come up to Capitol Hill and make our case.
"After that, I tried to settle down and outline our position

management. This session, designed as an "informal exchange

on bottom-trawling and other issues related to U.S. fisheries

of ideas" between several senators, their staff members and

as clearly and concisely as I could. It went pretty well, I thought.

assorted environmentalists, had been planned as part of the run

And when I finally walked out of that conference room, I was still

up to another revision of the Magnuson-Stevens Act, the primary

in a state of mild shock. Instead of getting chewed out, I'd gotten

ocean fish management law that carries the Alaska senator's name.

a textbook lesson in how the democratic process works.

Among the senators in attendance would be Democrats

"I'd also gotten a nice reminder of why I love this job so much! "

Frank Lautenberg (New Jersey) and Daniel Inouye (Hawaii) and Ted Stevens.
"I was feeling pretty uneasy, to say the least, " says Morton

Destructive consequences
Drop by Ted Morton's office at Oceana headquarters on a typical

when asked to describe the moment when he walked into the

weekday afternoon, and you'll find him sitting beneath a vivid

meeting. "This was going to be the first face-to-face interaction

poster that perfectly illustrates his passion for protecting the

I'd had with Senator Stevens since the struggle over the deep-sea

world's oceans and sea life from the destructive consequences

corals and the bottom-trawlers. In a moment like that, you're

of pollution, over-fishing and "industrial fishing techniques" -

expecting to get a bit of a spanking."
But the spanking never took place. Instead, soon after the
meeting began, Stevens "completely surprised " Morton by

all of which have combined in recent years, he says, to trigger
an "ecological crisis " throughout the two-thirds of the globe that
is covered by salt water.

The jumbo-sized poster announces in bold type:
Don't Flush Our Oceans Down The Toilet!

As federal policy director for Oceana, Morton spends his
days trying to educate the American public (and Congress) about
what he sees as the "danger of an impending collapse " among

natural systems once viewed as too vast and inexhaustible to
be harmed by human activity. Without reform, our daily actions
will increasingly jeopardize a valuable natural resource and
an invaluable aspect of our national heritage."
The U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy study also reached

many of the ecosystems contained in the world's oceans.

some grim and gloomy conclusions, while warning of growing

"There's been a ton of scientific research on this issue

"dead zones " and runaway pollution that could wipe out entire

in recent years, and it's pretty conclusive, " explains the 39-year

species within a few more decades. Said the published report:

old Morton. "If you look at the results of the huge Pew Oceans

"We . . . love the oceans for their beauty and majesty and for their

Commission study [2003] and also the U.S. Commission on

intrinsic power to relax, rejuvenate and inspire.

Ocean Policy study [2004], the numbers speak for themselves.
They tell us that the issue here is no longer in doubt.
"If we don't take steps immediately to repair the damage
that's already been done to the environment through pollution

"Unfortunately, we are starting to love our oceans to death."
Which is where Morton and Oceana come in. "Right now,
the science suggests that there's a 20-year window in which we
can still help the oceans recover from pollution, destructive fishing

and to many species through destructive commercial fishing

practices, and over-development of coastal regions, " he says.

practices, we are going to witness a complete collapse of the

"To accomplish that, however, we must get started immediately.

marine ecosystems, with devastating consequences for every

Now is the time for all of us to contact the policy makers and

body who lives on this planet."

the politicians and let them know that we won't stand for the

To back up his assessment, Morton points to the bottom line
of the voluminous Pew report, which is generally considered to be
among the most wide-ranging and exhaustive studies to address

destruction of these marvelous habitats!"
Morton is the first to acknowledge that he and his fellow fish
defenders are fighting an uphill battle against some powerful foes

the effect of "environmental stressors " on the oceans. The Pew

- including dozens of "industrial fishing corporations " operating

summary reads in part: "America's oceans are in crisis and the

out of countries where they aren't closely regulated and rarely incur

stakes could not be higher. Marine life and vital coastal habitats

penalties for over-fishing or killing off threatened species. Yet he

are straining under the increasing pressure of our use. . . .

refuses to be discouraged by the long odds against his cause.

"All Americans depend o n the oceans and affect the oceans,

"There are days when I'm optimistic and days when I'm

regardless of where they live. Ocean currents circulate the energy

pessimistic, " he says. "That fluctuates, but I don't think I'd be able

and water that regulate the Earth's climate and weather and, thus,

to come in to work every day if I didn't believe that we can win

affect every aspect of the human experience. Our very depen

this battle. Really, we have to win the battle - for the sake

dence on and use of ocean resources are exposing limits in

of our children and grandchildren."
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An inspiring internship

workings of the federal government up close and to know that

Ask Morton how he decided to spend his career as a lawyer fight

you could have an impact on the process, if you worked hard

ting to protect sea turtles and codfish from annihilation, and he

enough at it.

will tell you that he owes a great deal of his motivation to his parents.
"My father was a lifetime civil servant in Atlanta, " he says with
a smile, "and my mom went back to college in mid-life and earned
a master's degree in divinity.
"I grew up in a Southern Baptist family that really put a lot

"After that I knew I wanted to go to law school and then
devote myself to these kinds of issues."
After earning his law degree at the University of Georgia
in 1992, Morton signed on as water quality advocate at the
American Oceans Campaign, a national non-profit that sought

of emphasis on loving your neighbor and giving back to your com

to defend both the oceans and the country's coastal waters.

munity. But I also think Furman played a big hand in my decision

Tapped in 1999 to be co-chair of the Clean Water Network,

to bypass corporate law and become an activist in Washington.

an alliance of more than 1,000 national, regional and local

I remember taking an economics course soon after I arrived on

environmental groups, Morton polished his skills as a lobbyist

campus [in 1985] as a freshman, and I did pretty well in the course

and policy-shaper by crafting legislation and directing education

. . . but after a while, I realized that I just wasn't that excited about it.

campaigns aimed at improving fish conservation and water quality,

"I started taking political science courses and soon found
myself enrolled in an internship program where you were allowed
to go to Washington and live in an apartment building near Rock
Creek Park with a bunch of other Furman students. That was

while also working for increased federal appropriations for ocean
programs.
He joined Oceana soon after its founding in 2001. Since
then he has devoted himself to issues ranging from protection

a terrific experience for a 20-year-old! We attended weekly

of increasingly threatened Atlantic sea turtles to working for stricter

seminars with our advisor, Dr. Don Gordon, and then we took

regulation of habitat-destroying "industrial fisheries."

the bus down to Capitol Hill each morning to work on our various
projects."
Morton's internship was with the National Audubon Society,

Encouraging progress
Relying on his keen analytical skills and a low-key approach to

where he helped to organize and execute a lobbying effort -

lobbying, Morton has been successful in promoting several national

and fell in love with public-interest advocacy.

environmental initiatives, including a campaign that resulted in

"There I was, walking the halls of Congress each day and

new laws requiring all public beaches in the United States to

buttonholing the staffers," he says. "I'd sit down with them and

meet minimum standards for monitoring bacteria and notifying

share all the research I'd been collecting about threatened animal

the citizenry when bacterial levels become hazardous to health.

species and the impact of pollution on wilderness areas, that
kind of thing. For me, that was a thrilling experience, to see the

Morton says he has been "enormously encouraged " by other
recent Oceana victories. They include:

SEAFOOD WATCH
When concerned citizens ask Ted Morton how they can

BEST CHOICES

AVOID

help protect threatened fish species, he often responds

Catfish (U.S. farmed)

Chilean Sea Bass/Toothfish

by handing them a nifty little wallet card that features

Caviar (farmed)

Cod: Atlantic

a giant yellowfin tuna on the cover.

Clams (farmed)

Crab: King (imported)

The card's jumbo-sized headline reads: SEAFOOD
WATCH.
"One of the best ways people can help conserve fish
populations is to be careful about what they serve at the

to educate consumers." The list is called "Best Choices."

Groupers

Crab: Stone

Halibut: Atlantic
Monkfish

Lobster: Spiny (U.S . )

Orange Roughy

has assembled a helpful list of fish that are abundant, well
managed and caught (or farmed) in environmentally

Flounders (Atlantic)

Crab: Snow (Canada)
Halibut: Pacific

dinner table," says Morton. " The Monterey Bay Aquarium

friendly ways, and Oceana is proud to promote their effort

Crab: Dungeness

Mussels (farmed)

Rockfish (Pacific)

Oysters (farmed)

Salmon (farmed, including Atlantic)

Salmon (wild-caught, Alaska)

Shrimp (imported, farmed or trawl

Sardines

caught)

Shrimp (trap-caught)

Snapper: Red

Striped Bass (farmed)

" fish that are over-fished or are caught in ways that harm

Soles (Atlantic)

T ilapia (farmed)

Sturgeon (imported, wild-caught)

other marine life or the environment."

Trout: Rainbow (farmed)

Swordfish (imported)

Tuna: Albacore (troll/pole-caught)

Tuna: Bluefin

Morton says a second list, called "Avoid," includes

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE WORK OF OCEANA,

Tuna: Bigeye (troll/pole-caught)

VISIT WWW.OCEANA.ORG.

Tuna: Yellowfin (troll/pole-caught)

'Y Saving m ore than 50,000 threatened and endangered sea
turtles from severe injury or death in comm ercial fishing each year.
"The good news is that we were very successful in stimulating

What motivates Ted Morton to keep fighting against pollution
and destruction of oceanic habitats?
"Old-fashioned stubbornness!" he says with a hearty laugh.

public opinion on a federal initiative to require larger turtle escape

"Really, I think a big part of it is that I'm simply stubborn. To do

hatches in shrimp nets, " says Morton. "More than 95 percent

this kind of work, you really need a lot of perseverance, and

of the comments we gathered from the public strongly favored

I guess that's built into my genes, or something. "

requiring the fishermen to use larger turtle excluder devices. The
United States took the right action and several other governments
around the world have responded favorably to the public's concern. "

'Y Protecting the Pacific Ocean bottom from the negative

Michael Hirshfield, Oceana's senior vice president for North
America, points to additional reasons for his colleague's effective
ness: "Ted is a real pro when it comes to analyzing the data and
coming up with clear-eyed solutions for problems. One of the

im pact of comm ercial fishing trawlers. Oceana used its lobbying

best things about him is that he doesn't let his ego get tangled

muscle in the Pacific Northwest to nail down a federal ruling

up in his work. He knows how to laugh at himself from time to

that declared about 400,000 square miles of ocean floor from

time, unlike some of our colleagues over there on Capitol Hill. "

California to Alaska off-limits to commercial bottom trawls in order
to better protect important undersea habitats.

'Y Convincing Royal Caribbean Cruise Lines to clean up its act.

Although Morton sees himself as "a fighter caught up in a
worldwide struggle, " he has indeed maintained his sense of humor
during his years of doing battle on Capitol Hill. Ask him to describe

After a year of campaigning by Oceana, Royal Caribbean, the

one of the lighter moments and he'll laughingly recall a serious

second largest cruise line in the world, agreed to install advanced

discussion he once had with a staffer for former senator

wastewater treatment systems on all of its ships. This will prevent

AI D'Amato of New York.

discharge of raw or inadequately treated sewage from their ships

"I'd spent at least 15 minutes telling him about pollution

into ocean waters and set an example for the rest of the industry.

problems in some of the country's major estuaries, " Morton

'Y Rescuing threatened rockfish in California. After a long

says, "when he suddenly leaned over in his chair and interrupted

campaign that included public petitions and lobbying of state

me. And then he said: 'I beg your pardon, but I'm not sure I'm

legislators, Oceana in 2003 convinced the Golden State's Fish

following you. What does estrogen have to do with the oceans,

and Game Commission to require the state's spot prawn trawl

anyway?'

fishery - a particularly destructive form of industrial fishing that
was also killing thousands of imperiled west coast rockfish

"I just looked at him while telling myself, 'Holy moly,
I've got a lot of work to do!'"

each year - to convert to less damaging fishing gear. With
this threat removed, the coastal rockfish population is beginning

The author is a free-lance writer from Hastings, Mich.

to recover, says Morton.
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Still going strong after four decades at Furman, Paul Scarpa
has left a lasting mark on the university- and the game
he loves so much.

When you've been around Furman University

that he's only been in that particular room since 1996, when the

longer than just about anything but the oaks that line Furman Mall,

Mickel Center opened.

you're bound to leave a legacy. Or, in the case of men's tennis
coach Paul Scarpa, several dozen.
There are, of course, the 15 Southern Conference regular-season

"What's funny is he used to have an office that was about
six by eight [in the old gym], and it was just as messy, " says
athletic director Gary Clark. "So when he got the big office the

championships. Twelve conference tournament titles, including this

mess just expanded. But the remarkable thing is, when you ask

year. Four NCAA tournament appearances. Four individual

him about something he can go to the fourth stack on the wall,

All-Americans.

about halfway down, and pull out exactly what you asked for."

Scarpa is the winningest active Division I tennis coach in the

Rest assured, these are just good-natured jabs. The office

country with 780 career victories through the 2006 season. He

is merely one more way Scarpa manages to bring a smile to their

was recently elected into his - hold on, let's see here - THIRD

faces.

hall of fame (this time the Southern Tennis, joining the South

"The word beloved is overdone often, but the more you talk

Carolina Tennis and Furman Athletic). He was the driving force

to his former players, beloved is the word that keeps cropping up, "

behind one of the finest collegiate facilities on the East Coast,

Shi says.

the Minor Herndon Mickel Tennis Center.
In his spare time, Scarpa came up with a pair of innovations

One such player, Dudley Reynolds '75, points out that while
Scarpa's organizational system may not work for everyone,

that have permanently altered the tennis world: a new way of scor

it certainly works for him. And when things work for Paul Scarpa,

ing NCAA matches (dubbed the Scarpa System) and a patented

they really work.

clay court line tape that Scarpa named Tenex. And his summer
camp is one of the largest and most successful in the country.
Scarpa boasts 40 years worth of remarkably successful and

"His office is a metaphor for his nonstop brain. There's
a method to the madness, " Reynolds says. "He's got what you
call a big motor, and he's just a high-energy guy. Some of the

unflinchingly loyal former players who have named everything from

details of administration elude him. He does get to the right place,

children to racehorses after him, and it's easy to argue that Furman

but it's really a function of how many things he's trying to do all

will never be fortunate enough to have a better person to represent

at one time."

its athletic department.
Certainly, that's enough to warrant a story in a magazine.

Proving Reynolds' point, Scarpa recently arrived a bit late for
a scheduled meeting with a reporter. "I was getting my review

But for those who call Coach Scarpa a friend, it's not enough

from my AD, finding out if I still have a job. We'll see, " he cracked.

to get to know him. And knowing him is where the real fun begins.

And the sitdown was delayed a moment more when Scarpa was
told by his assistant that he needed to produce a receipt for $12

There's Scarpa's easy laugh and lively conversation,
the infectious enthusiasm and bright eyes that hardly seem to
belong to someone who recently turned 67.
And then there's The Office.

worth of gas he'd purchased on a recent road trip.
It's clear right away that Scarpa's longevity and success
have in no way shielded him from the fact that Furman remains
a tiny Division I program operating on a shoestring budget. Like

It may be Scarpa's most impressive creation.

most other coaches at the school, Scarpa has to cut qxners

"He's famously disorganized. His office is usually a wreck, "

and dip into his own pockets. He has to produce $12 gas

Furman president David Shi says with a chuckle.
"Every player, when they come back to school, they want
to go look at Coach's office, " David Holly '74 adds. "He's got
enough stuff in there, more memorabilia ... he doesn't know
what's in there."
Believe the hype. Corner to corner, wall to ceiling, Scarpa's

receipts, and he has to play without the funding of many of his
opponents. Furman offers just 2.5 of the 4.5 NCAA men's tennis
scholarship limit.
For someone who starred at Florida State and has been
tempted by his share of jobs at schools rolling in the tennis money,
it's a little hard to figure out why Scarpa is still in Greenville.

workspace is packed with seemingly everything he's run across

At least, it's hard until you actually talk to him. Then the idea

in his four decades at Furman, making it all the more remarkable

of Scarpa doing anything but sitting in a cluttered office less than
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50 feet from the center court that bears his name is the one that
becomes preposterous.
"I'd hate to think that I hadn't been offered some jobs because
that would mean nobody thinks you're any good. But I have. I've
been offered two jobs at large schools, Southeastern Conference
schools, " Scarpa says. "But I loved Greenville, I loved Furman,
I was close to my family, and I was thinking, what would I be doing?
I'd be chasing a national championship, and I can name you about
five schools that will be competing for that every year.
"People say, 'Golly, you've got a great program. What would
you do if you had all four scholarships?' And you know what?
I don't know if we'd have done any better. I really mean that."

Scarpa is a South Carolinian through and through,
but the Charleston native didn't start out a Furman man. A state
junior champion, he accepted a scholarship to Florida State and
climbed his way to No. 1 singles over a career that spanned from
1960-62. One win stands out.
Florida's top player at the time was Jim Shaffer, an SEC cham
pion (and one-time doubles partner of Rod Laver) who still ranks
as one of the finest Gator players ever. Scarpa knew him well.
The Scarpa family gathered at Utchfield Beach,
S.C., last summer. With Paul are, from left, wife
Sandy, daughter Elizabeth, daughter-in-law
Cynthia Bankston

'99 Scarpa, grandson Banks,

son Seth. Paul introduced Cynthia and Seth.

The two first squared off in California when the South Carolina
Jaycees paid for Scarpa to represent the Palmetto State in a junior
tournament. Unfortunately for Scarpa, he wasn't used to being
away from home or being involved in something so big, and
he almost forgot to go to his match.

Opposite: Hundreds of youngsters hone their
games each year at the Paul Scarpa Tennis
Camp, a longtime summer staple at Furman.

The result was one of the worst whippings he's ever
experienced.
"I ran over, jumped onto the court and [Shaffer] said, 'I'm ready.'
And I thought, 'This is a nice guy,' " Scarpa says with a tinge
of sarcasm in his voice. "I had hit seven balls, but I had too
much pride to say no.
"So we played, and he was just killing me. And there
was a ball that went down the line and I let it go by but I blocked
the umpire's view of it. And [the umpire] said, 'How was that?'
- asking me - and the ball was out by six inches. And Jim said
it was good. I couldn't even argue. I felt defeated. I felt sorry
for myself. . . . I just felt like I'd let everybody down."
But he didn't forget. And a few years later, in a display of
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Corner to corne� wall to ceiling , Scarpa ,s workplace is packed
with seemingly everything he,s run across in his four decades
at Furman.

the competitiveness that has fueled Scarpa all of his life, he got
a chance at revenge. Shaffer lost only 12 collegiate matches, but
it likely would have been 11 had he not stoked the wrong guy's fire.
"I won the match, but more than anything I can remember
the fuel that I had, " Scarpa says. "I just couldn't wait."
Upon graduating from FSU, Scarpa spent time in the military
before accepting the head coaching job back at Florida State,
where he lasted one year before taking the tennis job at the Naval
Academy. He was there for two seasons before new Furman
president Gordon Blackwell, a one-time tennis team captain at
Furman who was also the president at Florida State when Scarpa
was there, lured him to Greenville for the 1966-67 school year.
Early on, Scarpa assisted Frank Selvy with the basketball team
in the tennis off-season. He recruited against the likes of Dean
Smith and logged thousands of miles trying somehow to land kids
everybody wanted. That gig drained even Scarpa's seemingly
boundless energy.
"One day, I drove to East Carolina [in eastern North Carolina]
and I had to be in Evansville, Indiana, to look at two kids the next
day, " Scarpa said. "I actually got there about 20 minutes before
practice and the coach met me at the door as I was walking in
the gym and said, 'Coach Screwpa' - and I knew I was in trouble

Scarpa turned the corner at Furman with a 23-4 campaign in

then - he said, 'We haven't had a decent practice in about two

1969 that still ranks as perhaps the school's best, and it sparked

weeks, so I've just closed practice.' And I got in my car and I

a sustained run of success in which Furman has won 27 confer

was like, man, am I an idiot or what? And I had to just re-evaluate.''

ence regular-season and tournament championships with an .860

So he jumped over to the men's soccer program, which
Furman was starting from scratch. Needless to say, the days
of national prominence were a few years away.

winning percentage against current league members.
But it's the performance outside of the conference that Scarpa
is perhaps most proud of.

"We had no money. Zero. We were like .500 one year, and
I was like, this has got to be the best job I've ever done in my life, "

Scarpa has always been obsessed with playing the

Scarpa says. "I remember playing Warren Wilson, that was my

finest programs in the country, anywhere, anytime. This spring,

first team. And we went up there and they lined up about 23

for instance, Furman started with matches against the murderer's

foreign players, and I honestly believe there wasn't one of those

row of Florida, Alabama, Nebraska, Pennsylvania, Florida State,

guys who couldn't dribble through our whole team. A kid from

Georgia Tech and Georgia. A few years ago Furman beat

Shelby, North Carolina, my goalie, I think he still holds the [school]

powerful North Carolina to give Scarpa a win over every Atlantic

record for the most saves in a game.''

Coast Conference program his teams have played outside

But by the time Scarpa handed soccer over to John Tart in
1981, it had become a force to be reckoned with. Just as tennis
already was.

of Maryland (0-3) and Miami (0-1).
Granted, there were a lot more losses, but there's a method
to this madness, too. "He sees our schedule, and just like any
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competitor, he thinks well, I didn't get a letter from Georgia,
I didn't get a letter from North Carolina, I didn't get a letter from
Tennessee, " Scarpa says of his recruits, whom he hopes come
with a Scarpa-sized chip on their own shoulders as well
as a drive to let Scarpa make them better.
Which he does. Ned Caswell '86, for example, started out
as Scarpa's No. 13 singles player before he became a two-time
All-America. Countless others have gone from nobodies to the
team's top three.
"Scarpa's greatest asset is to take a player and turn him into,
really, in some cases, a much better player than they thought they
could have been, " says Dudley Reynolds, an all-conference singles
and doubles player during his student days. "I'm not sure I had
the talent that a lot of his players had, but I had never had a coach
give me that much time and attention. I give him credit for what
success I had as a tennis player. "
Even more importantly, Scarpa becomes a big part of his
young men's lives off the court, both when they're at Furman and
when they're gone. He gushes with pride at the accomplishments
of his disciples, and there's plenty to gush about.
"I think you'll find, almost to a player - anybody that's played
for Paul Scarpa - some of that optimism and enthusiasm and just
passion about what he does rubs off on you. You don't realize
it at the time always, but you certainly reflect on it later in life, "
says Reynolds, president and chief operating officer of Alabama
Natural Gas Corporation. "That's certainly been my case.
He was a big influence on my life, and I think he's been involved
in a lot of players' lives."
"He was the one that got me started. I think my success has
everything to do with him, " says David Holly, another all-conference
player at Furman who is now director of tennis at Greenville Country
Club. "Pretty much everything I know about tennis, how to teach
tennis, how to deal with people, I've learned from him. He cares
probably more for you after you graduate than when you were
there. He's always proud."
And the players care back. Scarpa will never forget what
Paladin great Sam Schroerlucke '99 said in his acceptance
speech upon his induction into the Furman Athletic Hall of
Fame in 2004.
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With a spry, wiry frame, he looks like he could hold his own
on a college court today, and he shows no signs of losing
his drive to see Furman succeed.

"He said, 'The reason that I'm up here is because of my
coach. Coach, I want to tell you, you were like a big brother,
you were like a father. I remember when I hugged you after my
last match. It wasn't because we lost. It was because I knew
you were never going to be my coach again,'" Scarpa recalls
with red-rimmed eyes. "To go up in front of a lot of people and
say something that powerful, I mean, that's pretty special. I'll
remember those things."
Not that Scarpa is quite ready to spend his time remembering.

the 2006 season)

With a spry, wiry frame, he looks like he could hold his own on
a college court today, and he shows no signs of losing his drive
to see Furman succeed.
Retirement? Not yet.
"I get asked that question, and I feel like the timing will be right,
when I feel like I have other things that I need to be doing.
"I mean, my whole life has been tennis, playing, coaching,

watching,'' he says. "In camp they did a little skit on me, 'The
Dating Game,' and one guy said, 'What about you, Coach Scarpa?
What do you like to do?' And the guy pretending to be me said,
'Well, let's see, I like to play tennis, I like to coach tennis, I like
to watch tennis.'
"I just like tennis. But I think the time will come and I'll know.
I feel like I'm on a track. I don't want anybody to catch our
program."
Holly scoffs at the idea of Scarpa ever stepping down. It
would be like Furman Mall without all those towering oaks unimaginable.
"You talk about a perfect fit, that's just a perfect fit for Paul.
He loves Furman University," Holly says. "Everybody asks when
he's going to retire, but he ain't gonna retire. He wouldn't know
what to do."
Neither would anybody else.

The author, a 1993 Furman graduate, is a free-lance writer
in Hendersonville,

N.C.
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Acclaimed program
just one way Furman's
HES department
spreads its healthy
message.

he idea was simple: Members of the health and exercise science faculty
at Furman would help Greenville-area residents become better runners.
The goal? To instill lifelong exercise habits and also conduct research
to find out how a three-days-per-week running program could affect fitness levels
and performance.
Then, almost without warning, the program took on a life of its own.
"We've been contacted by runners from every continent," says Bill Pierce, chair
of the HES department and one of the founders of FIRST, the Furman Institute of
Running and Scientific Training. The group has heard from runners in Korea, Hong
Kong, South A merica, the United Kingdom and India, to name just a few ports of call.
Runners from cities around the United States fly to Greenville, catch a cab to Furman,
get tested, and then head straight back to the airport.
"Next week a guy from Panama is flying up," Pierce says, somewhat bewildered
by the international acclaim for the program he helped hatch. "We wanted to help
runners in the Greenville area. We had no idea we'd be helping runners in South Africa!"

U

So how did Furman's running institute, founded just three years ago, become the toast
of the running community, with international media coverage, a lengthy waiting list and
even a book in the works?
It grew largely out of the personal experience of avid runners Pierce and Scott
Murr ' 84, an HES lecturer and director of the Furman Fitness Center. They would
often discuss their running programs and how different training techniques affected
their performance.
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BY LEIGH GAUTHIER SAVAGE

"We've got families, we're getting
older, we've been running for 20-odd
years and we want to continue," Murr
says. "So we were lucky we had the
opportunity to experiment and share
and test ideas."
Murr and Pierce had noticed that
when they prepared for triathlons, the
required swimming and biking work
forced them to cut back on their usual
running time. They feared that the change
in their running regimen would adversely
affect their times in local road races.
But they were surprised to find that
despite running just three days per week
- with some cross training on other days
-their race times actually improved. In
addition, they were healthier and suffer
ing fewer nagging injuries. Best of all,
says Pierce, "We were enjoying it more."
He and Murr began to wonder if they
could apply their new less-is-more philos
ophy to marathon training- and if it
would work for a range of runners, from
beginners to competitive athletes.
With the help of two colleagues, HES
professor Ray Moss and Mickey McCauley
' 79, a fitness specialist, they began testing
their ideas, fine-tuning their running pro
gram and creating a battery of Jab tests to
assess such fitness measures as maximal
oxygen consumption (V02 max), lactate
threshold (the intensity a runner can main
tain for extended periods of time),
running economy and body composition.
In February 2003, the group kicked
off the FIRST program with a series of
free lectures on exercise-related topics.
They also put out a call to local runners
who wanted to pinpoint physical strengths
and weaknesses through testing, and
offered to use the results to create
individualized training plans.
The lecture series was an immediate
success, and soon area runners began
to show interest in the lab tests as well.
A small research study in 2003 led to
a larger effort in 2004, when 25 people
were selected from 50 applicants to
undergo testing and follow a 16-week
program featuring three running work
outs a week (a speed workout, a mid-

distance run and a long run), plus cross
training work on two other days. Then
they gauged the results of their efforts
that December by participating in the
2004 Kiawah Island Marathon on the
South Carolina coast.
And that's when everything changed.
Of the 21 FIRST runners who competed

at Kiawah, 1 5 set personal bests for the
26-mile, 385-yard distance. Thirteen
improved on their best times by an
unheard-of average of almost 20 minutes.
Of the six that didn't set personal records,
four improved on their most recent times.
The results, backed by Jab testing
showing improved oxygen uptake and
lactate threshold, sent shockwaves through
the running community, which for decades
had assumed that training for a marathon
required logging mile after mile, at least
five days per week.
Soon Runner's World, the preeminent

running publication, called to do a feature
story. Writer Amby B urfoot, who won
the 1968 Boston Marathon, marveled at
the groundbreaking success of what he
described as the "Train Less, Run Faster"
three-day-per-week training program.
His lengthy article, complete with testi
monials from satisfied customers, kicked
off a steady stream of media coverage,
ranging from international editions
of Runner's World to newspapers such
as The Wall Street Journal.
In 2005, another group of marathoners
and half-marathoners showed similarly
impressive results, and Runner's World
followed up with a second article in
March of this year. The coverage has
pushed Furman to the forefront of the
international running community, with
calls and e-mails pouring in faster than
the four-person operation can take them.
"We get these applications from
people who really look interesting, and
15

"Our entire department is really committed to the
concept of promoting physical activity. We're all inputting
different components, so it makes a pretty nice package."

the joys and benefits of physical activity
to their students, co-workers and the com
munity at large -especially at a time
when more than 65 percent of Americans
are overweight.
And although FIRST has earned the
most accolades, it's just one way the HES
department shares its message.
Bill Pierce says that while it's enjoyable

TO LEARN MORE:
Web:

www.furman.edu/first

E-mail:

first@furman.edu

Call:

H ES at Furman,

(864) 294-3416

we think we can help," Murr says. "But
we are all busy, and this is really some
thing we do in addition to our jobs."
The four founders of FIRST log many
hours working with runners of all ages,
sizes and abilities, and they say the ful
fillment they receive from helping people
reach their goals more than offsets the
added workload. Moss, an exercise
physiologist, says that FIRST is one of
the most rewarding aspects of his career.
"We've had such a positive impact
on people," he says. "They are having
success, they aren't getting injured, and
there is a good chance they can do this
for the rest of their lives. And that's
really what our purpose is -to keep
them going for the long duration. The
winning is fine, and running marathons
is fine, but it's the health status that
we want for these people."
That philosophy is at the heart of
the health and exercise science program
at Furman, where part of the mission
is community service. The staff consists
of academic experts who are also avid
athletes, and they feel compelled to spread

to help good marathoners become great
marathoners, it's more important to influ
ence sedentary people to become active.
"That's where the benefits are in
terms of the health crisis we have going
on," he says. "In terms of public health,
the greatest thing we can do is help the
obese or overweight person get active."
The department has worked to develop
a host of popular on-campus well ness pro
grams for faculty and staff, and it reaches
out to the larger community through
programs such as the Greater Greenville
Shrinkdown and Greenville Walks.
The Shrinkdown and Greenville
Walks are annual efforts in which
Furman joins with the Y MCA, Green
ville Hospital System and Bon Secours
St. Francis Health System to encourage
healthy eating and exercise. This year,
Furman hosted weigh-ins and led weekly
discussions on fitness-related topics.
The eight-week program was considered
a resounding success county-wide, with
4,774 participants combining to lose
almost 1 2,000 pounds.
Greenville Walks, the physical
activity portion of Shrinkdown, attracts
hundreds for weekly walks and encour
ages 30-minute sessions five times per
week. Greenville Walks also strives to
publicize public trails and walking areas
in parks and other settings throughout
the county.
Pierce says that although the results
are gratifying, he and his colleagues are
constantly looking for ways to take their
healthy living message even further.
"Behavior modification is extremely
difficult in this area," he says, citing
a culture and environment that reinforce
a sedentary lifestyle. Obstacles to

Runners undergo a battery of tests as part
of the FIRST program, among them blood
lactate analysis (opposite top) and measure
ment of maximal oxygen consumption,
which can be done with a portable system
(opposite bottom) or in the lab.

Members of the health and exercise

physical fitness include increased tele
vision viewing, Web surfing and computer
games, along with residential areas
designed for cars, not walkers or bikers.
"We have to find what will work and
how to approach it," Pierce says. "You
can think of what we have in this country
as an epidemic of obesity, or you can
think of it as an epidemic of physical
inactivity. And that's something that can
be addressed if we could just get people
to do something."
Another means of inspiring physical
activity is the campus itself, where
students and community members alike
flock to run, walk, bike and roller-blade.
HES professor Julian Reed is leading
an effort to expand those opportunities
by promoting the benefits of walking
and developing maps that showcase the
system of campus trails, ranging from

one to three miles in length. The maps
are posted on campus and are available
in handout form; they include routes
around the lake as well as through the
wooded areas on the perimeter of campus.
Furman is also reaching out to young
people through a cross-country running
camp. In conjunction with FIRST, a camp
for high school students kicked off last
year and will be offered again this sum
mer. The weeklong session features expert
speakers, flexibility training, fitness assess
ments, drills, demonstrations and more.
McCauley, a cross country runner
during his Furman days, directs the
camp. He says it's j ust one more way
to reach out to runners by offering
inspiration as well as education. "We're
taking what we have enjoyed for years
and spreading it to people out there,"
McCauley says.

science department say their common
interest is in fitness and in inspiring
healthy habits in others, but their
differing areas of expertise allow them
to work even more effectively as a team.
For example, Moss, the lab expert,
developed much of the testing done on
runners, while McCauley, a personal
trainer, is often called upon to advise
runners on their form and technique.
Pierce has completed more than 30
marathons, so distance running is his
forte. Murr offers multisport expertise
thanks to his experience in triathlons,
including nine Ironman competitions.
As Murr says, "Our entire depart
ment is really committed to the concept
of promoting physical activity. We're
all inputting different components, so
it makes a pretty nice package."
Top athletes as well as weekend
warriors have taken them up on their
pledge to help, calling or stopping by
the offices to complain of a knee twinge,
ask a nutrition question or fine-tune their
training plan.
The FIRST team has found that
people need encouragement, knowledge,
structure and accountability -and that's
exactly what they will continue to provide
for everyone they can reach, from avid
marathoners to those just beginning
a walking program. And when they hear
feedback from those who benefit from
their efforts, they know that they are
achieving their own goals by helping
other people's dreams come true.
"If you read the statements, you'd
almost be brought to tears, and some
times I am," Pierce says. "People have
been able to accomplish things that have
been lifelong goals, things they didn't
think they could accomplish. We get
messages from people thanking us for
developing this program, saying, 'You
don't know what you have done for
my life. This changed my life.' "
The author, a 1 9 94 Furman graduate,
is a free-lance writer in Greenville.
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Truman Scholars carry on former president's legacy.

Americans l i ke memorial s.

A lthough such commemorations

appear on postage stamps, coi ns and even T-shirts, they
frequently take the form of awe-i nsp i ring monuments.
Nowhere is thi s more apparent than i n Washi ngton, D.C.
Within a 1 5 -m i nute walk, you can see monuments to Abraham
Lincoln, George Washington, Thomas Jefferson and Fran k l i n
Delano Roosevelt.
Not all monuments, however, are built of stone and steel.
Our nation's memorial to Harry S. Truman is not confined
to a single building, statue or ZIP code. Even more i mpressive,
it gets l arger every year.
I n 1 975 Congress set aside $30 m i l l i on for a scholarship
fund to honor President Truman. Although he was the only
20th-century president who did not attend college, Truman was a strong and consistent supporter
of higher education. A scholarship fund is an ideal "living" monument to the former president.
Approximately 2,400 individuals have won Truman
Scholarships since they were first awarded in 1 977. The
cash value of the scholarships is now $30,000 (it was ori
ginally $20,000), and students from all accredited colleges
and universities are eligible to apply. About 70 scholar
ships are awarded annually, and each state must have at
least one winner.
Successful applicants possess a number of qualities.
They have achieved high grades in demanding courses (their
typical grade point average is above a 3 . 8); they have strong
leadership skills; and they have participated in a wide variety
of volunteer, civic and religious activities. In addition to
writing several essays and completing a public policy analysis,
applicants selected as finalists must also undergo the rigors
of a personal interview, during which they might face
questions from, among others, author David McCullough,
former Secretary of Health and Human Services Donna
Shalala, or former Philadelphia mayor Wilson Goode.
Most important, Truman applicants must indicate
a desire to pursue careers in the public or non-profit sector.
As a consequence, Truman Scholars -the term used
to designate winners -hold positions in local, state and

federal agencies. They campaign for, and increasingly win,
elected office. They work for international organizations
such as the United Nations, and they labor long hours as
teachers, public defenders, environmentalists, community
organizers and government scientists. Well-known Truman
Scholars include George Stephanopoulos (former chief
of staff to President Clinton), Janet Napolitano (governor
of Arizona), and CNN legal analyst Jeffrey Toobin.

fJ"' ' inning a Truman Scholarship is one of those rare
-(.t/ before/after moments in life. I can still recall the
early spring afternoon in 1 982 (I was a student at Florida
State University) when my mother excitedly called me
to say, "The envelope has arrived. Should I open it?''
After a brief, anxious silence, I replied, "Yes." Fortunately
-and quite astonishingly - the news was positive.
Conferral of the scholarship opened up possibilities
that might have been otherwise unavailable to me, such as
studying in London. And although my initial career plans
had to be modified -with typical undergraduate naivete,
I had studied international affairs and Russian in hopes
of single-handedly bringing about world peace -receiving

By A.

Scott Henderson

a Truman Scholarship cemented my commitment to public
service at a time when many of my generational peers were
seeking the fast track to private wealth.
Since the late 1 980s, newly selected Truman Scholars
have benefited from additional opportunities spearheaded
by the Truman Foundation's long-serving and visionary
executive secretary, Dr. Louis Blair. For example, the
scholarships are still officially awarded in Independence,
Mo., but the ceremony now caps several days of intense
educational and public service activities known as Truman
Scholars Leadership Week. Beginning in the early 1 990s,
Truman Scholars have also been able to participate in a
Washington, D.C.-based Summer Institute, which includes
paid internships in executive branch agencies.
As someone who for the past 14 years has served on
the Truman Foundation's National Reading Committee,
which selects the applicants who are called for interviews,
I can readily attest to the increasing difficulty of being
selected as a Truman Scholar. Yet Furman students
have remained remarkably successful in garnering Truman
Scholarships. This success is attributable to the outstand
ing students that Furman recruits, as well as the support
given to the applicants by the administration and faculty.

One person at Furman deserves special recognition:
English professor Judith Bainbridge, who has been assisting
Furman students with scholarship applications for more
than 25 years. Her work and dedication have been crucial
to the success of Furman's 18 Truman Scholars- a track
record that is almost u nmatched among the nation's top
liberal arts colleges and that qualified Furman to be named
a "Truman Scholarship Honor Institution" in 1999.
Years from now, people will still flock to see the
Washington Monument; an image of Abraham Lincoln
will probably still be on the penny; and a handful of postage
stamps will likely celebrate a new cohort of popular enter
tainers. Memorials of a very different sort -Truman
Scholars - will also be making their influence felt.
As the following fou r profiles by Furman Truman
Scholars make clear, these individuals will be serving
their fellow human beings in a variety of capacities.
In short, they will be making a positive difference
in the lives of countless people.
A. Scott Henderson is associate professor of education
at Furman and a recipient of the A lester G. Furman, Jr. ,
and Janie Earle Furman Award for Meritorious Advising.

Where have all the Trumans gone?
The 1 8 Furman students named Truman
Scholars over the last 27 years are a
distinguished lot. All have pursued some
form of postgraduate study, attending
such institutions as Boston University,
D u ke, Princeton, Syracuse and Yale.
Two of the 1 8, Cass DuRant and
Arianna Shirk, were named Henry Luce
Scholars a few years after graduating from
Furman. The Luce program, designed to
increase awareness about Asia among
future leaders i n American society,
provides support and internships in Asia
for up to 15 young Americans each year.
Furman is one of a select group of insti
tutions invited each year to nominate
candidates for the Luce award.
In addition, Jennifer Lambert, Hal
Frampton and Monica Bell were named
George J . Mitchell Scholars, which sup
ported a year of graduate study and travel
in Ireland after they graduated from Furman.
On the following pages, four of Furman's
Truman Scholars provide accounts of their
experiences. Their fellow Trumans are
listed here, with the latest information
Furman has about their current activities.

Lewis Gossett '87 Former d irector,
S.C. Department of Labor, Licensing
& Regulation; president, South
Carolina Manufacturers Alliance,
Columbia, S.C.
Marylee James '87 Vice President
for Academic Affairs/Academic Dean,
Alice Lloyd College, Pippa Passes, Ky.
Tomiko Brown-Nagin '92 Professor
of law and history, University of
Virginia, Charlottesville.
Brian Cromer '92 Senior corporate
counsel, Sempra Energy, San Diego,
Calif.
Amy Leigh Powers '92 Former
membership director, Cleveland
(Ohio) Center for Contemporary Art;
formerly with Habitat for H umanity,
Marietta, G a . ; now living in Chicago.
Chong Lo ' 93 Public Defender,
St. Cloud, M i n n . , Seventh Judicial
District.
Carrie Thompson '94 P h . D . ,
Princeton University; consultant,
McKinsey & Co., Atlanta.

Beth Dotson Messersmith '99
Board chair, North Carolina Voters
for Clean Elections; policy chair, N .C.
Women United, Carrboro, N .C.
Ginger Denison '00 Co-founder,
Liquidia Technologies (biotech firm),
Research Triangle Park, N .C.
Jennifer Lambert '01 Ph.D. candi
date, University College, Dublin,
Ireland; instructor, Furman political
science department.
Adair Ford '02 Law student,
Stanford University, Palo Alto, Calif.
Arianna McClain Shirk '02 Medical
student, Wake Forest University
School of Medicine, Winston-Salem,
N.C.
Monica B e l l ' 0 3 Law student, Yale
University, New Haven, Conn.
Lindsay Woolf '06 June-August,
intern with U.S. Department of
Education as part of Truman Summer
Institute; September-June, teaching
English i n China through Furman's
Teachers in China program.

19

When Dr. Jay Walters, then chair of
Furman's political science department,
suggested that I apply for the Truman
Scholarship at the beginning of my
sophomore year, there was none of the
careful screening and preparation that
Furman applicants undergo today.
I viewed the application primarily
as practice for my ultimate goal of
winning a Rhodes Scholarship (which
sadly was not to be).
In my defense, the Truman program
was in only its third year, and there
were no prior Furman recipients to
explain the significance of the award
or the importance of the commitment
I would enter into in the event that I
was chosen. W hen I won the scholar
ship, I had not given much thought
to how significant it would be for
my future.
The Truman program was designed by Congress for
students preparing for a "career in public service." Those
four little words require a major commitment if you win
and accept the scholarship, but one that is not always easy
to fulfill. Indeed, the definition of what constitutes a career
in public service has been the subject of conversation
at every Truman Scholar event I have attended.
I recall sitting at a dinner several years ago when one
of my Truman colleagues pressed a dough-like substance
into my hand. He identified it as raw Gore-Tex that his
company manufactured into weatherproof apparel.
During his description of his company's numerous
military contracts, I recognized the classic signs of
a Truman Scholar whose career had taken an unexpected
turn but whose continuing appreciation for the goals of
the scholarship required some rationalization. W hile some
might not view the production of waterproof clothing for
the Army as the kind of career in public service that was
contemplated by the Truman Foundation, I had consider
able sympathy for my colleague because most of our careers
are at least partially the result of chance, timing and other
factors we cannot entirely control.
For example, I graduated from the University of North
Carolina law school during the Reagan administration,
which, with its emphasis on reducing government, did not
provide a particularly welcoming environment for aspiring
public servants. One perhaps apocryphal story making the
rounds at the time was that an administration budget analyst

had recommended the elimination
of funding for the Truman program
because it served only as a "training
ground for government bureaucrats."
With few public service employment
prospects, I accepted a position with
a Jaw firm in Atlanta.
Like my Gore-Tex friend, I
probably was on my way to a career
in the private sector until a chance
encounter at a Furman Homecoming
event a year into my legal career put
me on the path to a Congressional
staff position in Washington- and
ultimately to the Federal Deposit
Insurance Corporation. The decision
to give up my legal career, while
difficult at the time, proved to be one
of the best decisions I ever made.
Working for a government agency
with a storied past and a mission to
maintain public confidence in the financial system while
protecting individuals against financial ruin has been
a fascinating and rewarding experience. To have the
opportunity to sit at the nexus between the nation's often
competing financial and political power centers has been
a dream job.
President Truman's biographer, David McCullough,
described him by saying, "He stood for common sense,
common decency . . . He held to the old guidelines, work
hard, do your best, speak the truth, assume no airs, trust in
God, have no fear." Having completed 20 years of federal
employment, I have often observed how challenging it can
be in government to serve with the same kind of common
sense, plain speaking and clarity as President Truman.
Perhaps not every Truman Scholar has fulfilled his
or her commitment in exactly the way that was originally
contemplated. But if the Truman program has meant that
even a few more of today's public servants have been
guided by President Truman's example and encouraged
by his success, the country has benefited far more from
this living memorial to a great president than from one
made of stone.
- Eric Spitler '81
A summa cum laude graduate of Furman in political
science, the author is deputy director for legislative
affairs for the FDIC.

I applied for the Truman Scholarship in the late 1980s,
at the height of Reagan worship and Wall Street greed.
My generation was not particularly public service
oriented. In fact, we were often referred to as the
most selfish and spoiled generation in U.S. history.
I was appalled by the country's materialism
and by overly simplistic references to other countries
as "evil empires." I was therefore delighted to learn
of a scholarship program that provided a significant
amount of financial support to students who were
committed to careers in public service. Ironically,
I was studying abroad in the "evil empire" when I got
the call to fly to Atlanta to interview for the scholarship.
The scholarship enabled me to finish Furman and
get a master's degree from The Johns Hopkins School
of Advanced International Studies with absolutely
no debt. This financial freedom in turn allowed me
to move to Budapest, Hungary, immediately following
graduate school- and soon after the Berlin Wall
came down -where I worked for a non-profit
organization developing NPR-style public radio and
environmental projects. I made $250 a month and lived like an average Hungarian. This was one of the
most powerful, not to mention utterly enchanting, experiences of my life and simply would not have been
possible had I been saddled with student loans.
The scholarship had an even more profound impact on my career upon my return to the United States.
I was working in another low-paying, non-profit job in Washington, D.C., and becoming increasingly
frustrated by my colleagues in the foreign aid community who did not strike me as genuinely interested
in results-based international development and who I thought were wasting limited foreign aid tax dollars.
I was considering leaving public service altogether and joining the private sector, where I expected to enjoy
the challenge of meeting a bottom line. I resented living hand-to-mouth for a cause I increasingly doubted.
Fortunately, I attended a Truman Scholars retreat during this period of self-doubt and spent a glorious
weekend with Truman Scholars from all over the country who worked in a variety of public service fields,
including a middle-aged man who was a drill sergeant at a boot camp for troubled children in the Midwest.
I was shocked by the large number of "Trumans" who were as beaten down and discouraged as I was.
The weekend was not a downer, however. In fact, it was just the opposite. As I listened to other
people's stories and challenges, I sensed their inherent passion and fed off their energy. I was reminded
of why the good fights are worth fighting and that people who really give a damn don't ever give up.
That weekend has sustained me for 1 0 years. There have been moments of professional doubt during
that time, especially when I was sent by the W hite House to Baghdad in the summer of 2003 to help rebuild
a country ravaged by a war I did not support.
But I have never once regretted my decision to pursue a career in public service. My career has taken
many forms, from non-profit work, to state and federal government service, to the United Nations. I thrive
on challenge, and some of the toughest and most worthwhile challenges can be found in public service.
Some of the toughest and most worthwhile people can be found there too, especially the Truman Scholars.
- Cass DuRant '89
The author, who earned her Furman degree in political science, is currently senior adviser
to the Under-Secretary-Genera/for Management at the United Nations.

M y fondest memory of becoming a Truman Scholar
is of traveling to Independence, Mo., with my mother
for the awards ceremony. I was living in Washington,
D.C., at the time, having moved there with several Furman
students and Professor Don Gordon to spend a term in the
nation's capitol.
I was interning at TransAfrica, a public interest organ
ization devoted to ending apartheid in South Africa. This
was 1988. Nelson Mandela was stil l an i nmate, not the
iconic elder statesman he is now, and many of us believed
(and many did not) that economic sanctions, peaceful
protest and i nternational pressure would soon bring
racial justice to his country.
I got the call that I'd won the Truman as I was stuffing
envelopes with flyers advertising a candlelight vigil outside
the South African Embassy. I called my mother with the
news immediately, and we made arrangements for her
to visit me in D.C. for a few days before flying out to
Missouri together.
Then disaster struck. After dinner one night, my mother
tripped on an uneven sidewalk and fell flat on her face. Fortu
nately, she was fine -except for the eggplant-resembling
welt on her head, two black eyes and a bruised ego. She
looked a mess, but she didn't let the fall or her battered
appearance dampen her enthusiasm for my accomplishment.
She was extremely proud of me. And, as she has all my
life, she told me so.
I don't remember much about the speeches at the awards
ceremony, or what President Truman's chi ldhood home
looks like, but I do remember my mother, wearing outra
geously oversized sunglasses to hide her injuries, clapping
wildly when they called my name as a Truman Scholar.
Harry Truman did not have a college degree. After he
graduated from high school, he went to work on the family
farm because he was needed there. He rose to the highest
office in our country without benefit of a formal education,
but clearly he had the benefit of a devoted and loving family.
I have been fortunate to have those resources in my
life. The best thing about becoming a Truman Scholar was
that it allowed my mother, who raised me single-handedly,
some freedom from worrying about how she would pay
for my education. She didn't have to take the second job
she thought about taking when I was accepted at Furman.
She was able to retire on time.
Being a Truman Scholar also afforded me many free
doms. After working at TransAfrica, I actually got to visit
Africa my junior year, traveling with Dr. Gordon again
on Furman's wonderful study abroad program.
I attended law school at the University of Southern

California. Because of the Truman Scholarship, I was able
to spend my first-year summer working at a non-profit legal
services agency. My second and third years, I defended
Cuban inmates at Lompoc Penitentiary and externed
at the Federal Public Defender's Office.
After USC, I was a Graduate Fellow at Georgetown
University Law Center, where I taught in the clinical program
and represented public advocacy groups at Georgetown's
Institute for Public Representation. I earned an LL.M.
( Master of Laws) degree. I could afford to spend my time
studying, teaching and representing people without money,
because a foundation that honors a president who never
was able to go to college gave me money to go to college and a generous living stipend to boot.
Since Georgetown, I have not been as active in public
service. I am a partner in a private law firm in Los Angeles;
all of our clients can afford to pay. My public service
involves serving on the board of the National Association
of Women Lawyers, contributing to charities that support
women and girls (such as StepUp Women's Network),
and raising two chi ldren, Isabel Ana and Evan Donald,
to be loving, responsible and caring human beings.
I am still the person, however, who naively believed
that efforts like those made at TransAfrica could lead
to the liberation of an entire country, that people without
money should have access to the legal system, and
that we should all use our talents for the greater good
in whatever way we can.
I am still my mother's child.
- Lisa Stevens Gilford '90
The author, a political science major at Furman,
is a partner at the Weston Benshoof law firm, where
she specializes in complex business litigation.

Five years ago, I knew what I wanted to do with
my life.
I had to know. To apply for the Truman Scholar
ship, you must, while a junior in college, devise, detail
and defend a master plan for your future life of public
service. Beginning with a description of the graduate
degree you plan to acquire and the school at which
you plan to study, and ending with your loftiest career
goals, the application forces you to think through your
future in immense detail.
In addition, the application's final and 1 5th question
is a maddeningly vague request to tell the committee
anything else that you feel is relevant -as if a year
by-year plan for the next quarter century of your life
isn't enough!
The application process struck me as amazingly
silly. As careful as we applicants had been in prepar
ing our proposed career paths- and Furman ensures
that its Truman applicants are very careful -I was
certain that none of us would follow through to the
letter. We were, after all, 20 years old. Moreover,
when I joined my fellow scholars for a week long con
ference in the spring of 200 1 , the staff of the Truman
Foundation told us that they expected us to deviate
significantly from our plans. In fact, the primary
focus of the foundation's post-selection support
program is helping scholars revise, and often even
fully rewrite, their career aspirations.
I received this news with some level of resent
ment. The application process had been difficult,
and I hated to think that it was an exercise in futility.
Once I got to law school, I began to see the
genius of the Truman process.
W hen I arrived at Yale, I entered a world of
blisteringly smart 20-something Ivy Leaguers in
perpetual pursuit of -well, it's not really clear.
Almost all of my classmates say that they want to
engage in public service at some point in their lives.
But for now, the mantra of the modern, elite 20something is, "''m keeping my options open."
W hy go to law school? Lots of options. W hy
be on law review? Options. W hy clerk for a judge
afterwards? Options. W hy go to a large private firm
after clerking? Options, options, options. The great
contradiction is that the alleged path to all of these
options, whatever they may be, contains no options
whatsoever. In fact, it's utterly prescribed.
There is, of course, more than a little wisdom
in keeping one's options open. The problem comes

when the maintenance of options
becomes an end in itself and,
thereby, a petrifying forcea reason not to pursue more
service-oriented career goals
rather than a temporary holding pattern in a larger process
of career discernment.
The great insight of the
Truman process, from applica
tion through post-selection
support, is that it's all too easy
for people with wonderful
intentions to get sucked along
an options-open path for their
entire careers, without ever
managing to step away and
accomplish the career goals
with which they began. That's
why the Truman Foundation
stresses so keenly the ability to
devise a coherent and defensible, if ultimately
imperfect, pathway from a successful undergraduate
career to a field of public service in which the scholar
can make a real difference. It is this skill that will
ultimately separate those with good intentions from
those with real accomplishments.
For those of us who want to serve, options must
at some point give way to choices; the path well
traveled to the path less so.
Unlike the other contributors to this series,
I write this while still in graduate school. For us
younger Furman Trumans, one of the great benefits
of Furman's stellar Truman record is that as we
prepare to launch our careers, role models abound.
I may not be quite as sure of what I want to do
with my life as I was when I applied for the Truman
five years ago, but I am sure that Furman and the
Truman Foundation have given me the tools I need
both to revise my plans and, eventually, to carry
them out.
- Hal Frampton '02
The author, an urban studies/political science major
at Furman, holds a master's degree in geographical
analysis from the National University of Ireland.
After completing law school this spring, he will clerk
for Judge Thomas L. Ambro of the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the Third Circuit in Wilmington, Del.
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The executive committee of the board of trustees has
voted to name Furman's revamped science facilities
the Charles H. Townes Center for Science.
The announcement was made April 7 at a dinner
honoring Townes, the 1 935 Furman graduate who
received the Nobel Prize in 1 964 for his work in develop
ing the maser and laser. The city of Greenville has
recognized Townes by erecting a statue of him and
naming a new center for gifted students in his honor.
When completed in 2008, the Townes Center at
Furman will feature two renovated academic buildings
(John L. Plyler Hall and Richard W. Riley Hall) and
two new halls (Marshall E. and Vera Lea Rinker Hall
and a second facility, to be named).
In addition, the center's interdisciplinary gathering
area will be named the Frances Brown Townes Reading
Room in honor of Dr. Townes' wife.
As of April 1 5 , Furman had raised $1 1 .8 million
toward construction of the $58.3 million facility. Half
of the funding for the project will come from donations
and half from a bond issue. Funds are also being raised

Charles and Frances Townes admire sculptor Zan Wells'
statue of the noted scientist.

from non-Furman sources to include pedagogical
sustainability systems in the complex.
Furman held the groundbreaking ceremony for the
Townes Center on May 1 8. To learn more about the project,
visit www.furman.edu/wip/science/index.htm.

Liberal Arts Leadership program targets business executives
In today's highly competitive business
environment, knowledge and flexibility
are keys to success.
With this in mind, Furman's
Center for Corporate and Professional
Development is joining with the Greater
Greenville Chamber of Commerce and
Greenville Magazine to launch an execu
tive development program designed to
relate both film and literature to current
business realities and organizational
performance.
Called "Liberal Arts Leadership at
Furman," the program will use acclaimed
films and classic literature, augmented
by real-world case studies, to help busi
ness executives discover how to integrate
history, culture and philosophy into their
experiences. The program, which will
begin in August, will explore leadership
themes and offer participants the chance
to apply what they learn to their every
day work life.
Brad Bechtold '88, director of con
tinuing education at Furman, says that

business executives can learn a great deal
about leaders and leadership from the
cumulative experiences of the human
community as captured in film and
literature. He says, "We believe it offers
a unique approach that promotes fresh
thinking and applications."
The goal is to help executives develop
their creativity, problem-solving abilities
and communication skills- in other
words, to expand the kinds of talents
that a liberal arts education promotes.
The program, which will also feature
three-day sessions in October, January
and April, will examine such topics as
strategy, authority, empowerment and
ethics. Films serving as case studies
will include "Citizen Kane," "Crimson
Tide," "Gettysburg" and " 12 Angry
Men." Participants will read and discuss
such literary works as Machiavelli's
The Prince, Penn Warren's All the
King 's Men, Dostoevsky's The Brothers
Karamazov and Martin Luther King's
Letter From a Birmingham Jail.

Furman faculty representing the
departments of computer science,
English, political science, history and
philosophy will conduct the sessions.
Says Bechtold, "In their work, busi
ness leaders have to formulate the right
question and then map out the appropriate
course of action. This is not a linear or
canned route, but a thinking and discern
ing process -the type of process this
leadership course is designed to demon
strate and encourage.
"The most important element that
our faculty will provide will be to help
these executives make sense of the
complex world of information, organi
zational culture and decision-making.
Our role is to provide external insight
into their worlds."
To learn more about the program,
call Bechtold at (864) 294-3136, e-mail
brad.bechtold@furman.edu, or visit the
Web at www.furman.edu/cpd/LAL.htm.

Walk the labyrinth

Furman opens path to relaxation and meditation

At Furman, people stroll around the lake
and lie under shade trees to enjoy restful
breaks from the busy pace of daily living.
From now on, to clear their minds
and seek balance and insight, they may
also be seen walking in circles.
With the addition of an outdoor
labyrinth behind the Charles E. Daniel
Chapel, students, faculty, staff and
community members have access to
a new sacred space, designed to provide
opportunities to relax and meditate.
Oftentimes, labyrinths evoke images
of huge mazes with tall hedge walls. But
important distinctions set labyrinths and
mazes apart.
Mazes, with wrong turns and dead
ends, demand choices and create confusion.
Labyrinths, on the other hand, guide us
on a single path that coils to the center
of the design. Upon reaching the center,
we turn and follow the same path back out
again. There is no "correct" way to walk
a labyrinth; visitors set their own pace.
The origin of labyrinths remains
a mystery, alth ough archeologists have
traced such patterns to prehistoric times.
Ancient labyrinth symbols have been
found on every continent and from cultures
widely separated by time and space,
but few records exist about their specific
uses.
The labyrinth symbol seems to be so
wedded to the very beginning of religious
ritual that labyrinths have been called
"divine imprints." There is no question
that they were important Christian symbols
during the Middle Ages. As travel to the
Holy Land became difficult for medieval
Christians, large labyrinths were em
bedded in the floors of the naves of great
European medieval cathedrals, offering
symbolic pilgrimages to Jerusalem. The
best-preserved labyrinth from this era lies
in the stone floor of France's Chartres
Cathedral, which was completed in 1 220.
The labyrinth at Furman is patterned
after the medieval style. Its winding
path provides a sacred space for thoughts
and prayers to become conscious and
deliberate.
The beauty of the labyrinth walk
is that it is open to anyone on any spiritual
path and from any religious tradition.
Walking the labyrinth is a spiritual
experience for some; for others it is
a relaxing escape from everyday stress.

The labyrinth is a symbol open to our
intentions, and each traveler brings
different raw materials to the experience.
Many people appreciate the labyrinth
as a metaphor for a journey, with twists,
turns and a chance to share the experience
with others. Some enter the labyrinth
with a particular question in mind, or
use the time to pray or focus on someone
or something. Others simply look to
the experience as a time of relaxation,
discovery and openness.
The labyrinth walk is often seen as
a threefold path: walk in, reach the center,
walk out. As we walk in, we are invited
to surrender our daily concerns and quiet
ourselves. In the center we may fi nd
clarity, insight and wisdom. As we walk
out, following the same path on which
we entered, we move back into the world
feeling centered, replenished and directed.
Many find that walking the labyrinth
can be a transforming experience that
unites contemplation and action. Some
people experience healing, deeper self
knowledge and empowering creativity.
Others say that they hear the voice of
their own truth or feel a sense of guid
ance, grace or transcendence. Still others
believe that they have touched the Divine.

Furman's labyrinth was designed by
landscape architect Randy Eggenspiller
at the behest of the university's Center for
Theological Exploration of Vocation and
the Office of the Chaplains. Once the
design was drawn, with a coiling
walkway and inlaid bricks, the project
came together like a jigsaw puzzle.
One by one, the pieces fel l into place.
Faculty, staff and students volun
teered the labor required to lay out the
labyrinth, and art professor Bob Chance
designed and constructed an intricate
mosaic tile for its center. The finished
product was dedicated this spring.
The next time you come to campus,
take a moment to stop behind the chapel
and visit the labyrinth. Stand at the
entrance; then take a deep breath, put one
foot in front of the other, and experience
the journey.
- Lindley Sharp '04
The author, who interned with the Center
for Theological Exploration of Vocation
in 2004-05, is now enrolled in a dual
Master of Divinity/Master of Social Work
program at Duke University Divinity
School and the University of North
Carolina School of Social Work.
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Third time's the charm
Atter seven years of discussions and
two previous efforts, Furman reached
an agreement this spring with Greystone
Communities, Inc., one of the nation's
premier developers of senior living
communities, to construct a Continuing
Care Retirement Community (CCRC)
near the campus.
Called The Woodlands at Furman,
the retirement center will be built by
a new non-profit organization, Upstate
Senior Living. The retirement community
is being developed in conjunction with
The Cliffs Communities.
The $55 million community will
be located on 22 acres at the perimeter
of university property, near the entrance
to the REK Center for I ntercollegiate
Golf and north of Old Roe Ford Road.
It will offer four levels of care (indepen
dent l iving, assisted living, memory
support and skil led nursing care) and
will be open to people 62 years of age
and older.
Greystone, which is based in I rving,
Texas, will build and manage the facility
on behalf of Upstate Senior Living,
which will be responsible for oversight
of the CCRC. Furman will lease the
property to Upstate Senior Living and
have no financial stake in the project.
Larry Wainwright, senior manager
for Greystone Communities, says, "The
community will offer seniors an oppor
tunity to continue their independent
quality of life and provide them with
the security of knowing that, should they
ever need future long-term care, they
have access to that care at the same
location."
Greystone Communities has opened
a marketing center at U niversity Square
Shopping Center south of the Furman
campus. The center offers prospective
residents the opportunity to discuss
details about the retirement community,
including cost, move-in dates and other
topics of interest.

Retirement community will be built near campus

The Woodlands is expected to have
148 independent living residences vary
ing in size from under 1 ,000 square feet
to as large as 1 ,750 square feet. It will
feature 32 assisted-living apartments,
1 6 apartments for memory-impaired
residents, and 30 private skilled nursing
beds. Plans also call for common
spaces such as a library, dining room,

Tom Wetzel, president of the Retire
ment Living Information Center, says
that 61 colleges and universities have
formal links to a retirement center.
" It's a growing trend and it's picking
up speed," he says. "Baby Boomer
retirees are lifelong learners, and they
want to have the ability to participate in
cultural activities. U niversities offer that.

hair salons, fitness center and mailroom,
among other amenities.
Wainwright says that approximately
1 00 units will need to be pre-sold before
construction can begin. He expects the
community to open in late 2008 or early
2009.
"Greystone conducted a marketing
study of Greenville in 2005 and it told
us that a well-managed retirement
community could thrive in the Upstate,"
he says.
Furman first announced the possi
bility of developing a retirement com
munity in 1 999, when it entered into
a tentative agreement with Kendal Corp.,
a Pennsylvania-based firm that had
established centers at Dartmouth,
Cornell and Oberlin. But the deal fell
through, as did another effort two years
later with Maryland-based Asbury
Services.

They [retirement centers] are particularly
popular with alumni, parents, retirees
and others that share a connection with
the school."
The Greystone project would be
the first retirement community linked
to a college or university in South
Carolina. Other retirement communities
in the reg ion are located near such insti
tutions as Davidson, Duke, Appalachian
State, Elon (all in North Carolina),
Washington & Lee (Virginia), Georgia
Tech and the U niversity of Georgia.
For information about The Wood
lands at Furman, e-mail Ed Marshall,
interim project manager, at ed. marshall
@furman.edu, or call Larry Wainwright
at {864) 246-8606.

Gordon L. Blackwell's generosity touched many

Frank Little, chair of the music
department at Furman from 1 982
to 1 987 and most recently president
of the Music Institute of Chicago,
died February 22 at the age of 69.
A native of Greeneville, Tenn.,
Little was a principal tenor with the
Lyric Opera of Chicago and the
Metropolitan Opera. His inter
national appearances included
performances at La Scala in Milan
and Opera Communale in Florence.
A graduate of East Tennessee
State University, which in 1 992 pre
sented him its Outstanding Alumnus
Award, Little earned a master's
degree from the College-Conser
vatory of Music at the University
of Cincinnati and a doctorate from
Northwestern University. W hile
at Furman he brought members of
the nation's major orchestras and
prominent opera stars to campus
for master classes and recitals, and
he worked to attract such ensembles
as the Chicago Symphony and the
Leningrad State Symphony.
John Beckford of the Furman
music faculty says that Little
"brought much imagination and
vision to the department. He often
urged us to consider the impossible
when considering objectives for our
program. He allowed us to think
big and supported our efforts
to do so."
Ray C. Roberts, Jr.

As this issue of the magazine went
to press, we learned of the death
May 5 of Ray C. Roberts, Jr.,
Frederick W. Symmes Professor
of Economics from 1 969-94 and
vice president for academic affairs
and dean in 1 994-95. A tribute
to Roberts will be included in
the summer magazine.

G ordon Lyles Blackwell, Sr., a member
of the board of trustees and former
president of the Alumni A ssociation,
died March 13 in Raleigh, N.C. He
was 67.
The oldest of four children, Blackwell
was the son of the late Gordon W. and
Elizabeth Lyles Blackwell, president and
first lady of Furman from 1 965 to 1 976.
He graduated from Furman in 1960 and
went on to become a leader in the field
of affordable housing for senior citizens
and low-income families.
A recipient of the Alumni Service
Award, Blackwell and his wife of 45
years, Cecilia "Ceil" Watson Blackwell
'62, have been generous supporters of
Furman. They endowed the Blackwell
Rice Scholarship program and provided
funds to name the library atrium for his
parents, as well as four reading areas
in the library for other members of their
family. In addition, they have been mem
bers of the Richard Furman Society and
the Partners scholarship program.
The March 16 issue of the Raleigh
News & Observer contained an article
about Blackwell's life. Written by
Thomasi McDonald with help from
researcher Lamara Williams Hackett,
a portion of the article follows and
is reprinted with permission.
By the time he was a teen-ager, Gordon
Lyles Blackwell, Sr., displayed a knack
for entrepreneurship.
After Hurricane Hazel rocked the
state of North Carolina in 1954, Blackwell
started a tree company to help remove
damaged trees from Chapel Hill yards.
During his undergraduate days at
Furman, Blackwell was known as "The
Sandwich Man." "He would buy sand
wiches from a deli and go sell them in
the dorms," said his wife, Ceil.
Blackwell, a resident of Raleigh
for more than 37 years, was nationally
recognized for his efforts to build low
cost housing for the elderly and low
income families. He and his associates
built more than 1 0,000 apartments
in seven states.
Family members and former business
associates described Blackwell as passion
ate about providing homes for librarians,
police officers and school teachers as well.
"He would visit the complexes, and

the people living there would love him,"
said Betty Bridges, a former executive
vice president of Blackwell's company,
The Regency Housing Group. "They
loved him because that generosity of
spirit always showed in his attitude."
In 2001 The Regency Housing Group
was the second-largest developer of low
cost apartments in the United States.
"Someone once referred to him as the
'Godfather' of affordable housing,"
Bridges said.
Away from the office, Blackwell,
who held an MBA degree from Harvard
Business School, was involved in causes
related to low-cost housing. He served as
a director of the National Council for
Rural Housing and Development and was
a former director of the N.C. Low Income
Housing Coalition.
In addition to his wife, he is survived
by his three children and their families:
Beth Blackwell Swartz ' 83, her husband,
Tony, and their daughters, Elizabeth and
Amanda; Celia Blackwell McCauley ' 85,
her husband, Scott, and their daughters,
Erin, Sara and Ashley; and Gordon Lyles
Blackwell, Jr. '90, his wife, Barbara, and
their children, Alex and Carmen. He is
also survived by his brother Randy '63
and by his sisters, Blair Cooper (M.A. '73)
and Millie Yarborough ' 7 1 .
Memorials may b e made to the
Blackwell/Rice Scholarship at Furman,
3300 Poinsett Highway, Greenville, S.C.
296 1 3 .
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Shaw, Glenn, Matthews receive top honors during Founders Convocation
Furman presented major awards to two
graduates from the 1 980s and to a local
community leader during the annual
Founders Week Convocation April 5.
The university issued an honorary
degree to Minor Mickel Shaw, a Green
ville resident and prolific civic activist
and volunteer. Her late parents, Buck and
Minor Mickel, were at the forefront of
Greenville's and Furman's development
over the last quarter century, and Minor
Mickel was the first woman to chair the
Furman board of trustees.
In recognizing Minor Shaw, the uni
versity said, "Through her actions and
deeds, she carries on the family tradition."
Her degree citation recognized her "lasting
contributions to the betterment of [her]
community and state" and her "passionate
advocacy of causes that benefit children,
education and the arts."
Minor Shaw is president of Micco
Corporation and chair of the Daniel-Mickel
Foundation. She is a trustee of The Duke
Endowment and a director of such busi
nesses, fou ndations and philanthropic
organizations as the Hollingsworth Funds,
the United Way of Greenville County,
South Carolina Independent Colleges and
Universities, Piedmont Natural Gas and
the South Carolina Governor's School for
the Arts Foundation. Both The Greenville
News and Greenville Magazine have
named her one of the 1 0 most influential
people in the Greenville area.
She has chaired the board at Wofford
College and served on several major com
mittees at her alma mater, the University
of North Carolina.
The Chiles-Harrill Award, presented
to a member of the faculty or staff who
has made substantial contributions to the
lives of students, went to Idella Goodson
Glenn '84, director of multicultural affairs
at Furman. She was honored for her
caring nature, superior work ethic and
commitment to promoting inclusiveness,
tolerance and respect throughout the
Furman community.
A host of current students, colleagues,
alumni and community leaders submitted
letters nominating Glenn for the award,

'84, Chiles-Harrill Award; Minor Shaw, Doctor of Humanities;
'86, Richard Furman Baptist Heritage Award.

From left, /della Glenn
and Kyle Matthews

citing her upbeat attitude, strength of
character and ability to make students
feel comfortable and accepted. As one
of her colleagues wrote, "Her energy
level is amazing! In addition to her com
mitments at work, she serves on numerous
boards, advises students, is working on
a Ph.D., and is a very devoted wife and
mother. She gives so much of herself and
never accepts any credit for all she does.
She embodies all the traits of the Chiles
Harrill Award winner."
Glenn has worked at Furman since
1 996. She recently received the Bobby E.
Leach Award from the Southern Associ
ation for College Student Affairs for her
efforts to improve multicultural relations
on the Furman campus.
Kyle Matthews ' 86, one of Christian
music's most prolific songwriters and
proclaimers, received the Richard Furman
Baptist Heritage Award, which goes
annually to a Furman graduate who
follows in the tradition of the university's
founder and reflects Baptist ideals by
thinking critically, living compassionately
and making life-changing commitments.
Matthews was recognized for his "spiritual
commitment, compelling talent that tran
scends traditional pathways, and dedicated
efforts to inspire and challenge others."

Matthews, who lives in Nashville,
Tenn., has used his musical and story
telling gifts to spread the gospel as both
a performer and teacher. His thought
provoking songs demonstrate his commit
ment to sound theology and in-depth
biblical teaching.
He has had hits with Ginny Owens,
the Oak Ridge Boys, Grover Levy and
Point of Grace, to name a few artists, and
he has received four Dove Award nomina
tions. His song "We Fall Down," recorded
by Donnie McClurkin, received the Dove
Award for Traditional Gospel Recorded
Song of the Year, the Stellar Award for
Song of the Year and ASCAP's Gospel
Song of the Year honor. To learn more
about Matthews' work, visit the Web
at www.kylematthews.com.
Richard W. Riley '54, former governor
of South Carolina and U.S. Secretary of
Education during the Clinton administra
tion, delivered the convocation address.
He encouraged students to take seriously
the Furman alma mater's exhortation to
"drink from wisdom's fountain pure," and
praised the university's efforts to "educate
the whole person for a worthwhile life
of productivity and service.
"That," he said, "is Furman's great
strength."

that goes through your head
as you're zooming into victory
lane, this fully illustrated book
captures the checkered flag."
H� the fifth NASCAR�hemed
book by Dutton, a veteran
auto racing reporter for the
Gaston Gazette in North
Carolina.

RECOMMENDED
Leonardo Padura Fuentes,
(Canongate,
2005). The first book by cele
brated Cuban writer Padura
Fuentes to be translated into
English, this work is at once
a police procedural, an ambig
uous homage to Hemingway
and a critique of United States
Cuban relations. The protagon
ist is Mario Conde, a drinker,
ex-cop and would-be writer,
who is asked to investigate
a 45-year-old crime when
skeletal remains are discovered
at Finca Vigfa, Hemingway's
estate (now preserved as a
museum to the writer's many
years in Cuba). As Conde
investigates the crime, he
unintentionally finds himself
examining Cuba's present
condition, the cultural divide
between the Caribbean and
the United States, and the art
of writing. He discovers, of
course, that each of these
q uestions resists easy
answers.
- Sean Patrick O'Rourke,
Adios Hemingway

Communication Studies

John M . Barry, The Great
Influenza: The Epic Story of
the Deadliest Plague in History

(Viking, 2004). More humans
have died from disease than
from any other cause, as the
author reminds us in his
analysis of the 1918 influenza
pandemic. Possibly originat
ing in Kansas when a mutating
virus jumped from a pig to
a human, this strain of influenza
was particularly vicious.
Ironically, people with the
strongest immune systems
(young adults) accounted for
the highest percentage of
deaths because of the mas
sive immunological response
their bodies mounted to fight
the disease. Barry insightfully
notes how wartime conditions
fueled the pandemic; troops
lived in tight q uarters, acceler
ating the spread of disease,
and military exigencies meant

that civilian medical facilities
had a shortage of trained
nurses. And his conclusion
is not upbeat: We shouldn't
ask if, but when, the next
pandemic will strike.
- A. Scott Henderson,
Education

FROM ALUMNI
George Singleton '80,
(Harvest
Books, 2006). Publishers
Weekly says that Singleton,
best known for his off-beat
short stories, "returns to the
small South Carolina town
where he set his acclaimed
first novel, Novel, for this
delightfully obsessive collec
tion of stories, which reads
l i ke a group celebration of the
excess and eccentricities
found in the tiny Southern
hamlet of G ruel. The only
common element: a shared
preoccupation with staying
put i n , getting out of, coming
home to and passing through
Gruel." As Singleton's
characters deal with the
vagaries of life, the publisher
says that they "try to over
come their l i mitations as best
they can" while dealing with
such issues as d ifficult neigh
bors, overly enthusiastic
dermatologists and "children
who mix their mother's ashes
with housepaint." It all adds
up to another winner from one
of Furman's and the South's
most acclaimed authors.
Drowning in Gruel

Monte Dutton '80, Haul A**
and Turn Left: The Wit and

(Warner
Books/Time Warner, 2006).
The publisher invites you to
enjoy this "collection of asphalt
tearing quotes, anecdotes and
aphorisms straight from the
mouths of the world's most
famous drivers, racing person
alities and amateur philoso
phers who live life at 1 30
miles per hour. Featuring
undercarriage-baring
reflections on everything
Wisdom of NASCAR

Merrie Koester Southgate '78,
Pond Scum and Agnes Pflumm

(Showboard Publications,
2006). This environmental
science mystery is the third
in the Agnes Pflumm series,
which the author has also
illustrated. Like the previous
books, it is designed primarily
for the middle school set, with
the idea of encouraging
students to "ask significant
questions about the nature
of science" while also improv
ing their reading, thinking and
reflective writing skills. As in
the other two novels, Agnes
and her fellow students lead
the way in effecting change;
this time, they battle water
shed pollution. Earlier this
spring Southgate, a resident
of Charleston , S.C., who is
nationally recognized for her
innovative approach to the
teaching of science, led an
institute at Furman on incorpo
rating the arts into the science
curriculum.
R. Scott Walker '73, Hell's
Broke Loose in Georgia:
Survival in a Civil War Regiment

(University of Georgia Press,
2005). This is a history of the
57th Georgia Infantry, in which
the author's great-great
grandfather served, and uses
previously unpublished letters
and diaries to follow the
regiment from Vicksburg to
Andersonville and on to the
defense of Atlanta from
Sherman's March. William
C. Davis, d i rector of programs
at the Virginia Center for Civil
War Studies, says the book
provides "a penetrating look
at the inner world and lives of
men who marched, ate, slept,
fought, and died together"
while offering "a glimpse
of the personality and inner
world of almost all Civil War
u nits, North and South alike."
The author is pastor of First
Baptist Church in Waco,
Texas.

Aubrey C. Daniels '57 and
James E. Daniels, The Measure
of a Leader (Performance
Management Publications,
2005). According to the
publisher, the book breaks
"new ground by applying
behavioral science to the
study of leadership." The
authors, described by the
publisher as "the world's
foremost authorities on human
behavior i n the workplace,"
use their knowledge to "reveal
how anyone can develop
effective leadership skills by
observing and understanding
the behavior of their followers."
They also offer practical
techniques to help leaders
i mprove their effectiveness
through critical observation
of how others react to their
management style. Aubrey
Daniels, a Furman trustee,
has written three books on
management techniques and
was a 2005 Fellow of the
International Association
for Behavior Analysis. James
Daniels is a senior vice presi
dent with Aubrey Daniels
International, their Atlanta
consulting firm.
FROM FACULTY
Diane C. Vecchio, Merchants,
Midwives, And Laboring
Women: Italian Migrants in
Urban America (University
of Illinois Press, 2006). The
Furman history professor has,
according to the publisher,
penned a "unique study [about]
the work experiences of Italian
immigrant women and their
daughters in the previously
unexamined regions of
M ilwaukee, Wisconsin, and
Endicott, New York, d u ring the
turn of the twentieth century."
With help from Italian and
American sources and oral
histories, the book challenges
"long-held patriarchal assump
tions about Italian women's
work in the United States."
Vecchio, who has taught at
Furman since 1 996, recently
completed a term as national
head of the reading and
scoring of the annual
Advanced Placement U.S.
H i story exam. Her book is
part of the Statue of Liberty
Ellis Island Centennial Series.
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Furmanphi lanth ropy
The meaning of citizenship

Gift from Pipers to help promote ethics across curriculum

Even before John and Ethel Piper "had two nickels to rub
together," they devoted time and resources to improving
the communities in which they lived.
Soon after moving to Greenville from Bedford, N.Y., in the
late 1 960s, Ethel Piper became involved in the League of Women
Voters and Head Start and became a volunteer with the Urban
League and Guardian Ad Litem, a state-funded child advocacy
program. John devoted much of his time to the United Way.
As their financial fortunes improved, the Pipers lent their support
to programs impacting the disadvantaged, especially children.
They regard their latest philanthropy -a $500,000 gift
to Furman to promote ethics throughout the curriculum as one of their most important. It will, they hope, inspire
others to embrace their community-centered philosophy, one
that promotes equality, morality, social justice and volunteerism.
Funds from the Piper gift have established a seminar program
called "Liberal Arts and the Creation of Moral Citizens" that
will help professors develop methods to incorporate ethics into
existing courses.
"The seminar," explains project director Carmela Epright,
"will examine the meaning of citizenship in a liberal democracy,
explore various theoretical approaches to the development
of citizens, and investigate different (teaching) approaches
to raising ethical issues in the classrooms."
Several follow-up meetings will be held throughout the
2006-07 academic year. The program will culminate with
a weeklong seminar next June in which participants will outline
their strategies to fold ethics instruction into their courses.
Epright, who teaches philosophy, says that more than 30
professors applied for the seminar's initial 1 2 positions. Each
participant wil l receive a $5,000 stipend. The seminar will
be led by Epright and fellow philosophy professor Erik Anderson.
She plans to conduct a faculty seminar every three years.
Epright was a visiting scholar at the Institute for Applied and
Professional Ethics at Dartmouth College last spring before craft
ing the ethics project at Furman. In addition to the seminars, she
plans to invite outside scholars to campus and to sponsor public
workshops and lectures that will inspire others to "commit to
trying to determine how to make the world better - more j ust
and fair and ourselves less self-centered and myopic.
"Our plan is to make this a continuing and evolving project,"
she says. "Dartmouth runs one of the model programs in ethics
across the curriculum. However, Furman's intensive faculty
seminar makes our program unique, as does our aim to create
programs that transcend the narrow confines of the campus
and impact the larger community."
The Pipers, who were introduced to Furman through the
popular Furman University Learning in Retirement ( FULIR)
program, became concerned with elevating ethical considerations
in future leaders several years ago and began researching ethics
instruction in higher education.

Ethel and John Piper received the Humanitarian Award from
the Urban League of the Upstate for their community activism.

"Traditionally, ethics has been a course hidden away in the
philosophy department," says John Piper. "There has been a lot
of effort in the last 20 years to improve this, but we talked to
professors at various schools and some were not doing well."
With the help of Betsy Moseley ' 74, Furman's director of
planned giving, the Pipers found an enthusiastic audience for
their idea in Epright, an applied ethicist. Together, they developed
a rough plan to mainstream ethics into the Furman curriculum,
a plan that took more definitive shape after Epright's stay at
Dartmouth.
John Piper, a native of London, England, earned degrees
from Trinity College and Massachusetts Institute of Technology
before launching a long career with Kemet Corporation. He says
that ethical decision-making should be stressed across all profes
sions, and particularly in corporate environments.
"Management gets lessons on worker safety, sexual harass
ment and how to avoid lawsuits, but unless there is a problem
you're not going to get a lesson on how to be an ethical citizen,"
he says. "You have to be concerned with making a profit and
performing well, but you need to consider all the stakeholders
as you make decisions."
W hile the Pipers have focused many of their philanthropic
efforts on programs for the disadvantaged, they hope this latest
gift will have a more lasting impact by encouraging tomorrow's
leaders to look at the world and their environment from
a different perspective.
"We want to help people make changes that will have
a positive impact on the community," says Ethel. "We might see
a little of this take hold in our lifetime. That would be the best
present I could get."
- John Roberts

Living tributes

Branch and Bench Program offers commemorative opportunities

On a cold, rainy day in February, members
of the university's men's and women's
basketball teams joined other Furman
classmates for a special on-campus
ceremony to remember one of their own.
Megan Gallagher '07, a Dallas, Texas,
resident and member of the basketball
team, died suddenly i n June 2005, shortly
after completing her second year at
Furman. In her memory, family and
friends chose to commemorate a place
on campus.
They found what they needed
through the university's Branch and Bench
Program. As a result, the beauty of the
campus has been enhanced by the bench
and tree dedicated on that February day
in memory of Megan Gallagher.
Megan's story is just one of the many
that have emerged since Furman launched

in h i s name. And Furman friends joined

drives and walkways may be adopted or

with the fam i ly of Kerri Harike-Joedecke

new ones planted; benches are available
in teak or concrete. Lilli A n n Hall,

the Branch and Bench Program two years

'94, a promi s i ng lawyer in Atlanta who

ago. Whether by planting a tree or placing

died in 2002 from leukemia, to plant

director of the program, works with the

a bench in a special area of the campus,

a tree on campus in her memory.

donors to choose the bench or tree and
decide on its location.

alumni and friends of the university have

Donors interested in endowing these

found the program to be the perfect means

living tributes cover the cost of purchas

through which they may honor or memo

ing, planting, placing and maintaining

rialize an individual who has played

the tree or bench. The cost depends upon

a significant role in their lives.

the size, variety and location of the item

helps to preserve that beauty - and

selected. A portion of each donation is

to recognize the contributions of those

For example, friends of trustee B . K .
Bryan celebrated h i s 8 5 t h birthday last

added to the un iversity's restricted fund

summer by dedicating a tree i n h i s honor

to ensure the proper maintenance of all

near the Daniel Chapel's Frances Jones

trees, benches and plantings on campus,

The beauty of the Furman campus
is one of the university's most enduring
assets. The Branch and Bench Program

who have, i n different ways, been touched
by the Furman experience.

Bryan Garden Room, which is named for

and a plaque i s placed at the commemo

To learn more, call Lilli Ann Hall at

h i s w i fe. Former trustee Bob Lutz ' 7 1

rative site to recogn i ze the individual

(864) 294-2123, e-mail lilliann. hall@

also received a special birthday present

being honored.

furman. edu, or visit the Web at

recently when his father dedicated

a

bench

Existing trees along most campus

www.furman. edu/giving/livingtribute.lum.

Richard Furman Society sets record pace
Richard Furman Society members, who
make annual donations of $10,000 or more
to Furman, continue to propel unrestricted
giving to record-breaking levels.

In 2004-05 the RFS Executive Com

mittee, chaired by B . K . Bryan, a resident
of Greenville and Furman trustee, sought
to enlist 94 members. It surpassed its goal
with 103 members. Their gifts, totaling
more than $1 million, supported student
aid, the purchase of new technology and
other classroom and library resources,
and salary compensation for professors.

The RFS membership goal for 200506 is 1 20 members. By the end of April,

Hamrick '50 of Spartanburg, S.C.; Pam
and Pat McKinney of Charleston, S.C.;

with two months remaining i n the uni

Emilyn and Dan Sanders of Greenville;

versity's fiscal year, 1 09 donors had joined

Susan and Frank Shaw '61 of Atlanta;

the gift society.
Ten members of the Richard Furman

Linda and Jim Thompson '65 of
Charlotte, N.C.; Janet and Jim Stanard

Society have founded a Sustaining

of Cockeysvi l le , Md.; and June and

Members level by increasing the i r

David Trone '77 of Potomac, Md.

unrestricted annual giving t o $25,000.
The founding members are Bryan and

Doug Freeman, Hamrick, Pat
McKinney, Emilyn Sanders and Frank

his wife, Frances; Tom Farmer '50

Shaw are, l i ke Bryan, Furman trustees.

of Summerville, S . C . ; Tricia and Doug

The Stanards, McKinneys and Freemans

Freeman '72 of Jacksonville, Fla.; James

are parents of current students.

31

Furman ath letics
Pay it forward

Scholarship is Barch 's way of providing opportunities to others

It you want to know the secret to Chris Borch's success, how
he was able to start with nearly nothing and build a successful,
multimillion dollar company with offices all over the world, you
have to go back to his days at Furman, when he was a member
of the track and cross country teams.
Borch, a 1 978 graduate, came to Furman from Charlotte,
N.C., as a "decent" runner, but there were certainly no
college recruiters beating down his door. In fact, when he
and his teammates participated in a four-mile time trial his
first evening on campus, Borch finished dead last, well behind
the others.
"It was pretty bad," he says, laughing at the memory.
"The others were telling me I must have set a record for
the slowest time trial ever."
But Borch didn't give up. He loved to run, and he especially
loved the constant feedback and measurement that running
provided. His times i mproved steadily as his work ethic
increased, and in the final cross country event of his freshman
year, he finished in second place for the Furman team. Later,
in the spring, he would set a school freshman record in the
three-mile run (1 3:51 ).
"I loved that you were constantly being challenged by
your teammates and the program itself, and that you had every
expectation that you could i mprove, and you did," Borch says.
But maybe what he loved best of all were the blue
Onitsuka Tiger running shoes, a g ift that coach Bill Keesling
provided to the entire team Borch's second day on campus.
"Some of my greatest memories were those early morning
runs, when I would run across the dew-covered golf course in
those blue shoes," Borch says. " It's hard to believe that was
nearly 30 years ago."
Borch still runs three or four times a week, but there's simply
no time to train the way he used to. For one thing, he has a wife
and four children (ages 5 through 1 4). And then there is a very
successful company to run.
Borch is executive director and president of Micro-Mechanics,
a company he founded in Asia in 1 983 with $1 ,200 and one
employee. The company, which designs, manufactures and
markets parts used in the assembly and testing of semi
conductors, now has more than 300 employees and offices
in Singapore, Malaysia, China, Thailand, the Philippines, Taiwan,
Switzerland and the United States. In recognition of his success,
Borch was one of the finalists in the Business and Industrial
category for the 2005 Ernst & Young Entrepreneur of the Year
Award.
"That was one of the first l ife lessons that running taught
me," says Borch, who lives just outside San Jose, Calif. "If
you set a goal and work hard and don't give up, then you can
achieve success. When I finished school and started a career,
I did the same things I did when I was running at Furman,
just on a different plane."

Chris Borch has made a point of preserving
his blue shoes for posterity.

Borch, who majored in economics, is so sure that his
experiences at the university paved the way for his business
success that he has endowed a scholarship at Furman, aptly
named the "Blue Shoes Track Scholarship." The annual
scholarship will provide support to Furman's distance runners.
"At the end of my freshman year, I received a partial
scholarship, and that is what allowed me to stay at Furman ,"
Borch says. " I always knew I wanted to make it possible for
somebody else to have the same opportunity I had."
The Blue Shoes fund received a big financial boost April 1
when Furman hosted the inaugural Blue Shoes Mile, an event
that attracted more than 1 00 participants, most of whom were
alumni from the 1 970s. All told, the event raised nearly
$200,000 to support the scholarship. It was, according to
director of athletic development Ken Pettus, the single biggest
athletic fund-raising event in the university's history.
Borch and his 14-year-old son, Kyle, came from California
for the weekend, and there was no missing them in the mile
run. They were the ones in the blue Onitsuka Tiger running
shoes, which Kyle was able to locate on the Internet even
though the company no longer makes them.
"What else were we going to wear?" Borch says.
- Vince Moore

To learn more about the Blue Shoes Scholarship,

e-mail

ken.pettus@furman. edu or call the Paladin Club office,
(864) 294-3469.

Jackson takes charge

Vanderbilt assistant appointed Paladin basketball coach

Furman dipped into the ranks of the Southeastern Conference
this spring to find a new men's basketball coach when it named
Jeff Jackson, an assistant at Vanderbilt University since 1 999,
to replace Larry Davis as head coach of the Paladins.
Jackson's appointment was announced April 24. Davis
completed his nine-year run at Furman April 3 when he
announced that he had accepted a position as associate
head coach at the University of Cincinnati.
The 45-year-old Jackson, a native of Queens, N .Y.,
becomes Furman's 1 6th men's basketball coach. During
his seven years as recruiting coordinator on Kevin Stallings'
staff at Vanderbilt, the Commodores were invited to the
NCAA Tournament once (in 2004, when they finished 23-1 0
and advanced to the Sweet 1 6) and to the National Invitation
Tournament four times. In 2004 Jackson was named one of
the top 25 recruiters in the nation by rivals.com, a Web site that
offers extensive coverage of college and professional sports.
Vanderbilt posted a 1 7-1 3 record in 2005-06, was fourth
in the SEC East with a 7-9 mark, and lost to Notre Dame in
the NIT first round. Furman finished 1 5-1 3 last season and
was fourth in the Southern Conference South Division with
an 8-7 record.
In introducing Jackson, athletic di rector Gary Clark said,
"We have secured an accomplished recruiter and experienced
floor coach who will be an outstanding leader of our basketball
program. He is also a gentleman of the highest integrity who
will be an ideal ambassador for Paladin basketball."
For his part, Jackson was clearly delighted to have the job.
"I understand the distinctive nature and opportunities inherent
at an academ ically rigorous liberal arts college, and I embrace
those qualities and look forward to the challenges," he said.
" Furman is a good fit for me. It's the type of school I was
hoping to become involved with."
He added that he had talked with a number of people with
Furman connections in Nashville, Tenn., where Vanderbilt is
located. In particu lar, the comments of Vanderbilt football
coach Bobby Johnson, the former Furman coach, made an
impact on him.
"Coach Johnson got me excited and intrigued," Jackson
said. " It's clear that in many ways Furman is still in his heart,
and his description of his experience here made it clear to me
that it would be the kind of place I could be happy."

Jackson, a 1 984 graduate of Cornell University with
a degree in industrial and labor relations, began his career
as an assistant at Southern California (one year) and went on
to coach at St. Bonaventure (three years), Colorado State (three
years) and Stanford (four years), where he was also recruiting
coordinator. From 1 996-99 he was head coach at New Hamp
shire, compiling a 21 -60 record before resigning to accept the
position at Vanderbilt.
He and his wife, Carolyn, have three children, Xavier (1 6),
Jenai (1 3) and Taylor (9).
Jackson is fami liar with the current Paladin squad.
Vanderbilt beat Furman 81 -60 last December after Furman
led 38-36 at halftime. Four starters and seven of the top eight
players from the 2005-06 Furman team are scheduled to return.
During Larry Davis' nine-year tenure, Furman compiled
a 1 24-139 record. His final three squads recorded winning
campaigns, going 48-38 overall and 25-22 in league play.
Furman last won the conference tournament and advanced
to NCAA play in 1 980. The Paladins' last post-season appear
ance was in 1 991 , when they participated in the National
I nvitation Tournament.
Watch for an in-depth profile of Furman basketball and
Jeff Jackson in a forthcoming issue of the magazine.

Soccer star Dempsey named to U.S. World Cup squad
When the FIFA World Cup, the
quadrennial world championship
of soccer, begins June 8 in Germany,
a former Furman star will be a member
of the select United States squad.
Clint Dempsey '05, a three-year
starter at Furman from 2001 -03 before
being drafted by the New England
Revolution of Major League Soccer in
the spring of 2004, was named to the
23-man American roster May 2

by coach Bruce Arena. The United
States is scheduled to open World
Cup play June 12 against the Czech
Republic.
Dempsey, 23, is a native of
Nacogdoches, Texas. One of eight
midfielders on the U.S. team, Dempsey,
who was profiled in the Fall 2005 issue
of Furman magazine, has been praised
for his explosiveness, creativity and
skill with the ball.

Aside from soccer, he has another
claim to fame: his hip-hop musical ability.
He is talented enough that corporate
giant N ike featured him in its recent
advertising campaign designed to
promote soccer's blue-collar roots.
Dempsey performs under the name
"Deuce" in a video titled "Don't
Tread," which can be seen on-line
at www.nike.com/nikesoccer/dtom.
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Furman alumni news
ALUMNI ACTIVITIES
Partnering for
the greater good

Get lost in the Alumni Association Web

If it's been a while since you've surfed to the Alumni

Association Web page at http://alumni.furman.edu,

or even if you're already enjoying some of its features,

The presence of a college in

we invite you to explore its many avenues.

a town has a positive effect
on the quality of life in that town.

For starters, the alumni page is a great place

to learn about classmates and to update your personal

Having a top liberal arts college

information so that others may find you. You may also

magnifies that positive effect.

include photos of yourself, family and friends. If you

Through my work with Furman

own a business and would like to advertise to alumni,

you can list it under "Alumni Businesses." And if

and the Greenville community,
I am constantly reminded of the
contributions the university makes
to northwestern South Carolina.
Furman employs more than

you're looking for a new job, check out the "Career

One way alumni and friends
through a scholarship program

700 people. Many have spouses

called Partners. The focus of this

who work in the community and

program is relationships; those

children who attend local public

who establish Partners Scholar

and private schools. An economic

ships form a lasting bond with

impact study done several years

their scholarship recipients

ago by our Office of Institutional
Research found that Furman

throughout their years at Furman.

contributes $200 million a year
to the Upstate economy.

much more than financial support,

The Partners Scholars receive
however. Their sponsors serve as

But Furman's faculty and staff
do not live and work in isolation.

mentors, advisors and encouragers

They are involved in volunteer

care packages and send cards on

work and other ventures, from

their birthdays.

singing in church choirs and local

In turn, the donors watch
their scholars mature through

performing ensembles to coaching
youth sports teams and assisting

who invite them to dinner, provide

their college years. They see their

in outreach programs. Alumni
make a huge contribution through

investment in action through com

their work as doctors, lawyers,

ment and academic success.

teachers, ministers and merchants.

In many ways, Partners donors

Our 2,600 students are active
in the community as well, as

munity service, campus involve

The Web is also a great resource in determining

which Furman Club is closest to you and what events
are planned for your area. You can register for all

events on-line, using a credit card.

2006 approaches (save the dates:
20-22), the alumni page is the perfect place to

As Homecoming

October

register and find up-to-date information about hotels

and restaurants, reunion plans and football game tickets.
If your class is in reunion this year (class years ending

in

1 or 6), tell us what you'd like to do at Homecoming

by filling out one of our Web-based surveys.

Interested in volunteering for Furman? The Web

page explains how you can become involved in the

work of the Alumni Board, Young Alumni Council,

Furman Clubs and reunion committees. Did you have

a recent wedding, birth, job announcement or personal
accomplishment? The Web page is a great place to
post your news.

We've still just scratched the surface when it comes

to all the Web might offer. We encourage you to visit
the alumni page often - and then let us know how
we can i mprove it. Please send comments and
suggestions to Melanie Krone Armstrong
at melanie.armstrong@furman.edu.
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receive more than they give.
As Tom Farmer '50 says,

interns and volunteers and in
a host of other ways. And it is

"Participating in the Partners
program has been a life-changing

hard to go into a local restaurant

experience. These young people

or store on the weekend and not

have brought joy to my life, and it

see a group of Furman students.

does me a lot of good to see them

Speaking of which, I wish

Center" link.

can get to know students is

pursuing their goals. I'm glad to

Furman Club update

Welcome to two new Furman Clubs in Texas! Meagan
Anderson

'04 and Julie Crossland Jones '92 hosted

a gathering in March for Austin-area alumni and

parents, while Shannon Tumblin

gathering i n the Fort Worth area.

'99 hosted a similar

Furman Clubs were active throughout the spring

with career networking events, receptions for the

Furman Singers, baseball pre-game festivities and

that all alumni could get to know

be a part of their lives - I keep in

a current student. I am humbled
to watch these fine young people

touch during the year and always

the annual Coaches Tour.

look forward to hearing from each
of them."

its overseas connections. The Alumni Association is

as they follow in our footsteps.

To learn more about the pro

Developing a relationship with
a current student is a wonderful

gram, contact Renee Sicchitano,

way to stay connected to alma

assistant to the stewardship direc

mater. When you get the chance,

tor, at (864) 294-2173 or e-mail

seize the opportunity to talk with

renee.sicchitano@furman.edu.

a Furman student. You will be
impressed.

- Tom Triplitt '76
Director, Alumni Association

And now, the Furman Club program is expanding

setting up a virtual Furman Club for the British Isles

and continental Europe; it joins the Asia Furman Club
as part of Furman's international network. For more

i nformation, visit the Alumni Association Web page
and click on the Furman Club link.

To learn more about Furman Clubs in general,

contact Jane Dungan, associate director of the

Alumni Association, at jane.dungan@furman.edu.
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Next reunion in 2009
Carolyn Queen Barker of

This year is reunion!
Charles E . Carpenter, Jr.,

for 24 years, most recently

operations for Vaughn,

editor for The Washington

Associates of Greenville,

as religion page writer and

Post.

Buchanan, Shelley and

a physical therapy group. •
Terry Hall Hanna has accepted

Spencer, N.C. has become

a shareholder in the Columbia,

Christian Academy, an

Plowden, Carpenter &

serves 250 students. She has

elect of the American Academy

executive officer of Alabama

vice president of insurance

including 17 at North Hills.

organization that promotes

been re-appointed to a three-

Company in Columbia, S.C.

practices of appellate advocacy

Federal Reserve Bank of

head of school at North Hills

independent day school that

been an educator for 34 years,
She previously served as the

school's high school principal

for 1 2 years.

64

S.C., law firm of Richardson,

73

Robinson, P.A., is president

Next reunion in 2008
John Holcomb, chair and chief

of Appellate Lawyers, an

the highest standards and

and recognizes outstanding
appellate lawyers.

Next reunion in 2009

68

Co., Inc., has promoted

Next reunion in 2008
Bob Sapp has left high school

First Citizens Bank and Trust

Thomas Nolen of Charleston,

football coaching after 38 years

He was previously the bank's

for the Winston-Salem/Forsyth

National Bancorporation, has

year term as a director of the

critically acclaimed novel

Association and the Birming-

released in paperback by

He serves on the boards of the
bama, the A labama Bankers

ham Better Business Bureau.

County (N.C.) School System.

65

69

named Jane Kimbrough Guy

Next reunion in 2010
Doug Ludlum was honored in

Next reunion in 2009
Betty Fields Ramey of Florence,

She had been the company's

as organist and choirmaster of

English at Francis Marion

environmental products.

in Charleston, S.C. In his

into the university's chapter

76

White was commissioned

oldest academic honor society.

This year is reunion!
Mike Duncan, Distinguished

St. Matthew's Lutheran Church

honor, composer Thomas

to write a special concertate

S.C., an associate professor of

University, has been inducted
of Phi Kappa Phi, the nation's

setting of the hymn tune

71

text "Christ is Made the Sure

This year is reunion!
David Strawn of Charlotte,

"Westminster Abbey" on the

Foundation." The work for

organ, brass quartet, handbells,

choir and congregation was

premiered Easter Sunday at St.
Matthew's. • In January, the

board of Shorter College in
Rome, Ga., unanimously

approved the recommendation

of the Presidential Search

Committee and elected Harold

N.C., was honored by the

corporate marketing manager.
marketing director for

director of graduate studies in
the religion department at

as interim president since

named chair of the department.

provost and head of the school's

a fine art printmaking business

Baylor University, has been

January 2005 and had been

• Bill Broadway has started

academic division for 20 years.

in Wilmington, N.C., with

a focus on photography. He
was a newspaper journalist

St. Martin's Griffin. It was

also featured on the National

Public Radio program "Radio

Reader" in late May.
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BIRTH: Douglas and Lisa
Roberts, a son, Cole Lamar,

January 1 3, 2005, San Francisco, Calif. Doug is chief

executive officer of Avolent.

80
Next reunion in 2010

of Georgia, received the 2005

PropertyBoss Solutions in

the Carolina-Piedmont section

has returned from a year in

Society. The award is

the U.S. Army's 1st Infantry

outstanding chemist in the

to rebuild the Iraqi Ministries

Charles H. Stone Award from

presented annually to the most

Next reunion in 2007
Bill Bellinger, professor and

by Tommy Hays, has been

Jo Bueker Devon has become

Chemistry at the University

player of the year.

72

The Pleasure Was Mine, the

Research Professor of

of the American Chemical

Newman as the school's 1 8th

president. He had served

in Thomasville, Ga., has

Carolinas Golf Association
as the 2005 senior men's

77

United Way of Central Ala-

75

January for 25 years of service

services at Hartford I nsurance

Next reunion in 2007

Next reunion in 2010
Centek I ndustries Inc.

retail relationship manager.

Jeanne Tuck Peckham is

Atlanta's Birmingham branch.

to become director of athletics

S.C., to area market executive.

a call as pastor of Bryson City

(N.C.) Presbyterian Church.

marketing coordinator with

Greenville. • Richard Longo

I raq, where he commanded

Division Artillery and helped

Southeast. Mike is senior

of Education and Commerce.

of Physical Chemistry. •

81

editor of the school's Journal
Greenville First Bank has

hired Richard Furman as

a senior vice president. His

previous experience includes

the Chemical Bank in New
York, Southern Bank and

Trust, South Carolina National
Bank and, most recently,

Regions Bank. • Teresa Bly

Garrick has been named

general manager of clinical

This year is reunion!

I n recognition of outstanding
public service, former South

Carolina l Oth Circuit Solicitor

Druanne Dykes White of

Anderson received the Order

of the Palmetto in January.

The award is South Carolina's
highest civilian honor.

Druanne was in the l Oth
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Circuit Solicitor's Office

for 18 years and held the

Next reunion in 2010

Lisa Parsons
Herndon of Atlanta was

Legacy Wellness Systems

recently named director of

operational excellence

reporting to the chief of staff

Sonny Perdue. Christopher

firm's Chesterbrook office.

attorney general with the

Harkey Baldwin, a son, Lincoln

was previously senior assistant

solicitor's post from 2001

to 2005.

loren Matthews Collins owns

Georgia Department of Law.

in Gainesville, Ga.

live in Augusta, Ga., where

After

16 years as an educational

William and Natasha Butts

he is a nuclear medicine tech

BIRTHS: Glenn and laura

Blackwell, November 10,

Pittsburgh, Pa.

Greg and

Samantha Reed Hathorn,

a daughter, Jasper Elizabeth,

therapist in DeKalb County,

nologist at University Hospital.

also played French horn with

a position at Coastal Academy

Beth Calvert DiFrancesco,

in its Carnegie Hall debut.

services coordinator. He works

and Avery James, January 7,

82

emotional and behavioral

president of i nformation tech

between the school and

Product Services.

90

school's principal and staff

88

Next reunion in 2010

for Cingular Wireless. She

the Atlanta Wind Symphony

Ga., Dave Fuza accepted

in Kingsland, Ga., as a family

with students with severe

Next reunion in 2007

disorders, serves as a liaison

appointed assistant professor

parents, and works with the

Elizabeth Crawford has been

of clarinet at Ball State Uni
versity in Muncie, Ind. She

to bring innovative ideas to

at Florida State University.

• BIRTH: David '86 and
Susan lewis Ellis, a daughter,

is completing a doctorate

Lisa Reece is owner of

supplement the curriculum.

Extraordinary Eventz, a

Ansley, November 17. David

company in Southwest Florida

of the Greater Atlanta Home

services for weddings, social

Susan is national sales manager

fuiJ-service event planning

is executive vice president

that offers complete planning

Bui lders' Association and

celebrations and corporate

with Global Associates, Inc.

events.
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Next reunion in 2008

86
This year is reunion!
Preston Smith, an organist

BIRTHS: Rob and Mary

twin sons, Austin Matthew

Denver, Colo. Rob is vice

nology for TransMontaigne

September 27, Huntsville, Ala.

Both Greg and Samantha work

at Sirsi, a l ibrary automation
company.

Steve and Valerie

Miller Maloof, a daughter,

Amelia Therese, May 27, 2005,
Atlanta.

MARRIAGE: Kelly

Next reunion in 2008

Kirkpatrick and Mike

been elected president and

They live i n Greenwood,

Saratoga Labs i n Schuylerville,

of membership development

advisory board of Saratoga

Greenwood Area Chamber

lauren Hopper Beaulieu has

chief executive officer of
N.Y. She serves on the

National Bank and Trust Co.

Benjamin Midulla is sales

manager with Star Electric

McWhorter, December 3 1 .
S.C., where Kelly is director

and public relations at the
of Commerce and Mike

works for Cutler-Hammer.

BIRTHS: Wayne and

in Alpharetta, Ga.

Nina Landow Knox, a son,

ter, Kaitlyn Marie, April 16,

Anderson, S.C.

BIRTH:
Jim and Keri lawton, a daugh
2005, Orlando, Fla. Jim is

Benjamin Keith, December 28,

Jeffrey and

Shirley Raymond, a daughter,

BIRTHS: Chip and Gina

and choral conductor and

a psychiatry specialty manager

February 27, Greenville.

New York's St. Bartholomew's

and Keri is a neuroscience

of celebrity Star Jones, which

with Novartis.

91

for the funeral service of Mrs.

89

This year is reunion!

medicine and is on the board

he appeared as a musician

Next reunion in 2009
George Ridings of Richmond,

Group. Allyn is a radiologist

"Queer Eye for the Straight

Brock, a daughter, Rebecca,
Alan Thomas and Allyn

Hernandez, a son, Nicholas

associate director of music at

Church, played for the wedding

Evan Thomas, August 24,

aired on "Inside Edition," and

pediatrics and adolescent

Walter Cronkite. Last fall

Summit, N.J. Alan practices

with Wyeth Pharmaceuticals

specialty representative

of directors of Summit Medical

on several episodes of Bravo's

specializing in women's

Guy."

General Office of New York

Georgia Barksdale, September

In addition, he was named

imaging.

84
Next reunion in 2009

Florida Gov. Jeb Bush has

appointed Dan Sleet of Tampa
as a Circuit Court Judge in

Hillsborough County. He has

been initially assigned to

BIRTH: David and
lyn Boyd Judson, a daughter,
28. Lyn has earned a Ph.D.

in international relations from
the University of Southern

California, where she is an
adjunct faculty member at
the Annenberg School of

Journalism.

Ky., was named 2005 Agent
of the Year in the Kentucky
Life I nsurance Company.

a member of New York Life's
2005 President's Council,

which consists of the leading

Deborah landan Spranger

Grove Baptist Church in

Laurens, S.C.

Philadelphia, Pa., has elected
a partner in the firm. She is

special counsel in the business

appointed to the Superior

department and co-chair of

Circuit by Georgia Gov.

and IP Practice Group in the

Court of the Atlanta Judicial

Cook's play "Sake With the
Haiku Geisha" February

24-April 8 at New York's

Perry Street Theater. The

play, which received strong

reviews in the New York

media, is described as "part

drama, part romantic comedy,

inspired by Randall's

Battle of Richmond Associa

87
Alpharetta, Ga., has been

Company presented the world

premiere of Randall David

theater with contemporary

Next reunion in 2010

He previously served Holly

Off-Broadway's Gotham Stage

2006 president-elect of the

sales force. He is also the

of Cavins Baptist Church in

Christopher Brasher of

Church of Hopewel l, Va.

part ghost story," and blends

tion. • Saul Ewing LLP in

Woodruff, S.C., in October.

Pender Grace, June 2, 2005.

Jeffrey is pastor of First Baptist

performers in the company's

a felony criminal division.

Steve Smith became pastor

36
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the Technology Transactions

traditional Japanese Noh

American drama. It was

experiences in the Japan

Exchange and Teaching (JET)

Program after he graduated

from Furman.

Christina

Littlejohn has assumed duties

as director of orchestra

residencies for the C leveland

SPONSORING HOTELS:
AMERISUITES*

864. 2 3 2 . 3 000

S75

HAWIHORNE SUITES

864.297-0099

$75

HILTON GREENVILLE

864.232-4747

$ !04

HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS*
DOWNTOWN

864.678.8000

$94

HYATT REGENCY

864.235- 1234

s 109

MARRIOTT COURTYARD

864.234-0300

$69

PHOENIX INN

864. 233-465 1

S 75

WESTIN POINSETT

864.421 .9700

$ I I9

*complementary
breakfast included

Homecoming at Furman is more than just going back to the place you spent four
of the best years o f your life. It's sharing your heritage with family and friends,
reminiscing with classmates and professors, and enj oying a host of activities planned
with you in mind.
All alumni are invited to enjoy the fun and festivities. Classes ending in " 1 " and "6"
will be celebrating special reunions this year. For complete information, visit the T#b
at h ttp ://alumnifimnan . edu .

j F U RM A N
(Ohio) Orchestra. Based in

BIRTHS: Andrew and Stacy

for the orchestra's year-round

Sophie Scott, February 15,

south Florida, she is responsible
activities in support of its

annual three-week residency

there, which begins in January

2007. She was previously

chief executive officer of the
Mobile (Ala.) Symphony.

E-MAIL

alumni@furman.edu

CALL I.

8 0 0 . 7 8 7. 7 5 3 3

Ga. Doug is employed by the

November 1 7, Oak Ridge,

Administration. • Robert

Vanderford Woodall, a daugh

a daughter, Isabella Grace,

Kristi is principal of Union

Nations '93 Burr, a daughter,

Agency for Health Care

Greenv i l le. Andrew is

and Stephanie Chappell Mattos,

at Furman.

October

women's soccer coach

Doug and

Ashley Harper, a son, Riley,
September

16, Thomasvi l le,

9, Greenvi l le. •

Charles and Kerry Maeland

Skara, a daughter, Nicole,

N.C.

Tim and Kristi

ter, Mae Hol l ins, May

9, 2005.

(S.C.) High School and serves

on the South Carolina Board
of Education.
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92
Next reunion in 2007

Next reunion in 2008

Brian Davis has joined the

MARRIAGE: Chris Knox

Charlotte, N.C.-based invest
ment bank McColl Partners,
LLC, as a director. • David
and Lisa Lafferty own That's
My Baby! , a maternity and
baby clothing store in
Albuquerque, N.M. Visit
their business Web site at
www.mybabymaternity.com.
• Curtis Rush has joined
BankGreenville as vice
president for commercial
lending. He was formerly
with The Palmetto Bank.
• Katie Walker was one of
more than 750 artists from
74 nations whose work was
selected for the fifth Florence
(Italy) Biennale International
Exhibition of Contemporary
Art, held in December. The
biennale has been recognized
by the United Nations as an
official partner in the Dialogue
Among Nations program.
Artist selection was based on
quality and on cultural values
represented by their work. •
BIRTHS: Steven and Robyn
Bryant, a daughter, Eleanor
Anne, January 25, Greenville.
• Kevin and Ansley Knox
Daniel, a son, George Garrett,
August 24, Marietta, Ga. •
Peter and Kim Jennings Durst,
a daughter, Ella Bowen,
September 24, Mount Pleasant,
S.C. • Sean and Michelle
Compton Hannon, twin sons,
Owen Michael and William
Charles, August 30, Westfield,
N.J. • Bridget and Jon Harper,
a daughter, Bailey McNeil,
October 2, Cambridge, Md.
• James Feldman and Laura
Putney, a daughter, Anna
Mireille, October 3, Los
Angeles. • Dean and Helen
Soper Rice, a son, Jeff,
September 6. Helen is an
attorney with Weissman,
Nowack, Curry & Wilco, P.C.,
in Atlanta. • David and Devon
Stamey, a son, Maxton James,
October 29. They live in
Mexico City.

38

93
and Lisa Ferqueron, October 1 .
Chris i s a radiologist with
Upper Savannah Radiological
Associates in Greenwood, S.C.,
and Lisa works as a nuclear
medicine technologist at
Self Regional Healthcare.
BIRTHS: Christian and
Leann Hardison Roberson,

a son, Jack Christian, Jr.,
September 15, Winder, Ga.
• Michael and Julie Holliday
Wayne, a daughter, Aubrey
Louise, October 14, Advance,
N.C.
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Christine Hehl Templeton

of Simpsonville, S.C., an
accountant, has joined
Neuenhauser Inc., a textile
machinery distributor. •
MARRIAGES: Kimberly
Joy Fanning and Jeffrey Clark

Lindsey, December 17. She
is a guidance counselor at
Berea High School in Green
ville and he is an environ
mental engineer at S&ME
in Spartanburg, S.C. • Jaye
Harmon Hensley and Brent
Lindsay Powell, October 1 .
They live in Winston-Salem,
N.C. • Diana Miles and David
Werling, October 22. She is
a senior preservation planner
with the Jaeger Company.
They live in Athens, Ga. •
BIRTHS: Taylor and Lisa
Davis, a son, William Preston,
November 1 5, Greenville.
Taylor is employed by N&H
Enterprises, Inc. • Shane and
Kelley Krieger Gruber, twin
daughters, Janie and Josie,
October 14, Delaware, Ohio.
Kelley works for the Institute
for Human Services. • Chris
'95 and Carol Abbey Harig,
a daughter, Jane, September 2,
Issaquah, Wash. • Preston
and Beth Clinkscales Scott,
a daughter, Sarah, August 20,
Simpsonville, S.C. Beth
is controller for Woodruff
Chevrolet. • Clarke '95 and

Jennifer Linvill Scott, a son,

Samuel Ambrose, October 18,
Smyrna, Ga. • Mark and
Austin Shelley, a son, Micah
McBride, December 10,
Chapin, S.C. Mark is a history
teacher at Chapin High School,
coach of girls' varsity basket
ball, assistant coach for boys'
and girls' cross country and
advisor for the school's Model
United Nations program. •
Keith and Angie Waller, a son,
Andrew Dillon, April 29,
2005, Gallatin, Tenn.

95
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Karen Morse is senior teacher
librarian at Ridgefield (Conn.)
High School. • Brian Wyatt
of Greeneville, Tenn., has
become pastor of Timber
Ridge Presbyterian Church.

at Whitefield Academy.
BIRTHS: Jonathan and
Janet Parnell Byers, a son,
Griffith Orr, August 1 1 ,
Huntersville, N.C. Janet is
a risk management consultant
for the PMA Insurance Group
of Charlotte. • Mike and
Karen Cram Hoar, a daughter,
Madison Lexi, October 20,
Charlotte, N.C. • Nathan and
Laura Karn, a son, Nathan, Jr.,
November 10. Nathan, Sr., has
become a partner in the law
firm of Evey, Routch, Black,
Dorezas, Magee & Levine,
LLP, in Hollidaysburg, Pa.
• Chris and Nicole Runyon,
a son, Carson, October 18,
Ravenel, S.C. Chris is physical

MARRIAGES: Christopher
Clamp and Jennifer Genz, July

30.

They live in Land O'Lakes,
Fla. Christopher is vice
president of Great Britain Tile,
Inc., a sales and installation
company. • BIRTHS: Brian
and Jennifer James Barrineau,
a daughter, Sarah Blythe, July
2. Jennifer is student ministry
assistant at First Baptist
Church of Columbia, S.C. •
Alex and Meredith Levesque
Pit, a son, Noah James, August
9, Maastricht, the Netherlands.
Alex is an auditor for DSM
and Meredith is director of the
Joppenhof International
Elementary School. • John
and Mikki Streight '96 Ramey,
a son, William James,
December 6, Mount Pleasant,
S.C .. • Brett and Elizabeth
Paris Resnick, a son, Alex
Michael, August 17,
Midlothian, Va. • Scott and
Leslie Edwards '97 Weikle,
a daughter, Charlotte Stella,
October 26. Scott has opened
an internal medicine practice
in Travelers Rest, S.C.
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Christopher McDonald

of Mableton, Ga., is chair
of the science department

James H. Si m ki ns, Jr. '78, president;
Harriet Arnold Wilburn '74, president
elect; Randolph Wil liams Blackwell '63,
vice president; Pamela Underwood
Thomason '76, past president;
Rebecca Hood Becherer '89; Venita
Tyus B i l l i ngslea '81 ; John M . Block '63;
Edna Wells Boyd '54; J . Chris Brown
'89; Rosalie Manly Burnett '49;
H. Furman Cantrell '61 ; Bobby Earl
Church '78; David S. Cobb '90; Allen
Cothran '01 ; George L. Johnson '68;
Vicki Bieksha Johnson '93; William
A . Lampley '41 ; Charles W. Linder '59;
J. Cordell Maddox '54; Clare Folio
Morris '83; Paul B. Nix, Jr. '77; G i nger
Malone Sauls '75; David M . Sch i l l i '85;
Steven B. Smith '83; H eyward M .
Sullivan ' 5 9 ; Davin K. Welter '89.
Ex-Officio and Other Members:
David E . Shi '73, president; Donald J .
Lineback, vice president for develop
ment; Tom Tri pi itt '76, director of
Alumni Association; Jane Dungan,
associate director of Alumni Associ
ation; Melanie Krone Armstrong '94,
associate d i rector of Alumni Associ
ation; Todd Malo '95, president, Young
Alumni Council; Jonathan Bettis '06,
president, Student Alumni Council;
Amer Ahmad '06, president, Associ
ation of Furman Students; Brandi
Childress '06, president, Senior Class.

medicine outpatient coordi
nator with the Colleton Medical
Center.
Marc and Sharon
Kay Wilson, a daughter, Kaytlin,
April 29, 2005. Sharon is
accounting manager with the
Greenville Humane Society.
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Heather Lynn Griffin Kanipe

of Boiling Springs, S.C., has
earned her second master's
degree, in elementary educa
tion, from the University of
South Carolina-Upstate.
David Lynn, a surface warfare
officer in the U.S. Navy,
finished his tour of sea duty
in December and has been
assigned to the Navy Supply
Corps School in Athens, Ga.
Marcus Paul Rozbitsky,

assistant project manager
with I&E Specialties, Inc.,
in Lexington, S.C., is sched
uled to travel to Africa in June
with the Peace Corps, where
he expects to work as a busi
ness advisor to fish farmers
in Zambia.
Josh Trevino
has become vice president
for public policy at the Pacific
Research Institute in San
Francisco, a regional think
tank dedicated to free market
and private solutions to public
policy challenges. He was
previously a speech-writer
and communications coordi
nator for the Secretary of
Health and Human Services
and a senior consultant with
Booz Allen Hamilton.
BIRTHS: David '98 and
Christina Farrell Anderson,

a son, William Scott, Novem
ber 29, Winston-Salem, N.C.
Hunter and Kristina
Scarlatos Denney, a daughter,
Olivia Elena, November 7,
Winter Park, Fla. Kristina
is an account manager with
CorpLogoWare LLC. •
Shane and Brandy Ray Duncan,
a daughter, Caroline, January
13, 2005, Rock Hill, S.C.
Brandy is a strings teacher
in the Rock Hill School District.
Kenneth '98 and Kelly
Galbert Fields, a son, Kenton

Edward, February 4, Green
ville. • Warren and Susan
Clayton '99 Kinghorn, a daugh
ter, Ava Frances, January 30,
Durham, N.C.
John and
Karalyne Moore Ley, a son,
Andrew, April 15, 2005,
Knoxville, Tenn.
Keith
and Amy Spencer Pelster,
a daughter, Amanda Grace,
November 15, St. Louis, Mo.
Amy is a customer service
representative for United Health
Care and Keith is a manager
with Central Parking.
Dave
and Kristen Daniell Williams,
a daughter, Grayson McKinley,
January 15, 2005, Daniel
Island, S.C.
Hank and
Whitney Reynolds Yarborough,

a daughter, Claire Louise,
October 20, Myrtle Beach, S.C.
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Jeff McGehee is vice president

of business banking with
Carolina First Bank in Green
ville. • Mark Normington is
employed with South Carolina
Telco Federal Credit Union of
MARRIAGES:
Greenville.
Amy Henderson and Michael
Squillacote, February 26,
2005. Amy is a computer
graphics engineer with Kitware,
Inc., in Clifton Park, N.Y. •
Thomas Mowbray and Rosetta
Glee Bentley, October I . They
live in Greenville.
John Rife
and Kamrin Purser, May 28,
2005. John owns a commercial
real estate development
business in Winter Park, Fla.
Kamrin is a first-year MBA
student in sports business
management at the University
of Central Florida. •
BIRTHS: Shane and Stacy
Gray Ackermann, a daughter,
Elizabeth Brandon, December
16, Charlotte, N.C.
Alex and
Keri Jones '99 Forrest, a son,
Asa Cooper, September 1 9,
Louisville, Ky. • John and
Amanda Fortner Hendrich,

a daughter, Addison Elise,
July 25. Amanda is a third
grade teacher in Greenville
County.
Andre and Laura
Angel Mann, a son, Silas

Xavier, September 4.
Eddie
and Jamie Dorman '99 Storey,
twin daughters, Reece
Alexandra and Ryan Ashley,
October 24. They live in
Orlando, Fla., where Eddie
. is a partner in the law firm
of Thorne & Storey.
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Aaron Bomar recently trans

ferred from the U.S. Army
to the U.S. Navy and is train
ing to be a naval aviator.
T.J. and Erin McCasland '00
Castello live in Atlanta where
T.J. is director of financial
services with Southeastern
Data Corporation. Erin earned
her master's degree from
Georgia State University
and is teaching first grade.
Robert Dreslin has been
named the 2006 Outstanding
Educator at Oak Grove Middle
School in Clearwater, Fla.
Kermit Murphy is part owner
of The Swing Factory, a golf
instruction business in
Charlotte, N.C. Visit the
Web site at www.swingfactory
ofcharlotte.com. • Courtney
Tollison, visiting assistant
professor of history at Furman,
received the Young Profes
sional of the Year Award
from the Greater Greenville
Chamber of Commerce. The
honor recognizes an individual
between the ages of 22 and
39 for involvement in the
community. • Richard
Westfall has joined the tax and
audit groups in the Charleston,
S.C., office of WebsterRogers.
• MARRIAGES: Jaime Ann
Albert and Stephen Alexander

Campbel l, December 17.
Jaime is enrolled at the Medical
University of South Carolina,
and Stephen is a C-17 pilot
stationed at the U.S. Air Force
Base in Charleston. • Steven
Dodd and Shannon Dana
Phillips, August 26. They live
in Abingdon, Md. • Jennifer
Granger and David Guidry,
December 3 1 . They live in
New York City where Jennifer
is renewals and billing manager

with Hearst Magazines.
• Heather Handl and Brian

James, July 9. They live in
Houston, Texas, where Heather
is a scientist at Tanox, a biotech
company, and Brian works at
MD Anderson Cancer Center.
• Elizabeth Kirven and John
Oettinger, December 17. They
live in Louisville, Ky., where
she is an actor and he is
a dental student. • Karmyn
Laverghetta and John Michael
Garcia, November 20, 2004.
They live in San Diego, Calif.
Amy Ledbetter and David
Yarrington, January 7. Amy
is a project manager for the
VF Corporation and David
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is employed by Volvo Com
mercial Finance. They live
in High Point, N.C.
Jaclyn
Smith and Karl Kurz, October
9. They live in Alexandria,
Va. Jaclyn is a settlement
attorney with Federal Title
& Escrow Company.
Neely
Tolbert and Peter Sullivan '95,
August 6. They live in Atlanta.
• BIRTHS: James and Mary
Jansson Carmon, a son, James
Hale, November 21, St. Simons
Island, Ga. • Kyle and Lee
Outlaw Harris, a daughter,
Kylee Dawn, November 26,
Lancaster, S.C. Lee is
a kindergarten teacher in
the Fort Mill (S.C.) School
District. • Kenneth and
Susan Kuenzli, twin daugh
ters, Elizabeth and Grace,
December 2 1 . Ken is program
director with Maxim
Healthcare in Greenville
and is studying for a master's
degree in rehabilitation
counseling and a certificate
of graduate study in psychiatric
rehabil itation from the
University of South Carolina.

00
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Matthew Head has received

his J.D. degree from the
University of South Carolina
and is a self-employed
attorney in Greenville. •
Craig Hunter has completed
graduate work at the Uni
versity of KwaZulu-Natal
in South Africa and now lives
in Alexandria, Va. He is
an analytic consultant with
Thomson Medstat. • Jay
Kalbas was a visiting assistant
professor at Bucknell Uni
versity last fall. He is pursu
ing a Ph.D. in the earth and
atmospheric sciences program
at Purdue University in West
Lafayette, Ind.
Jill Landry
earned a master's degree in
physical therapy from the
Medical University of South
Carolina in Charleston, where
she is on staff as a physical
therapist.
Reid Breckenridge
Murphy graduated from the
Medical University of South
Carolina in May 2005 and

Second degree
Alum arranges for Furman roommate to get replacement diploma

When Hurricane Kena struck the Pacific
Coast of Mexico in October 2002, Gabriela
Marchesin '00 lost pretty much everything
in the storm and its aftermath, including many
personal effects that she had treasured.
She was able to rebuild her life, however,
and today runs a successful spa, called Artepil,
in Puerto Vallarta.
Gaby, who holds dual citizenship in Mexico
and the United States, has also kept up with
many of her college friends through the years.
In February, she enjoyed a reunion with a
Furman roommate, Emily Conlon Getz '99.
The reunion came about because Emily's
husband, Steven Getz '99, an anesthesiology
resident in Winston-Salem, N .C., had been
invited to a medical conference in Puerto
Vallarta. Knowing about the losses Gaby
suffered in the hurricane, Emily, who teaches
Spanish at Forsyth Technical Community
College, wrote her friend, told her about their
planned visit and asked what she missed most
from the U nited States.
Gaby's response: photos. Virtually all
of hers had been destroyed in the storm.
"She loved making scrapbooks in college,"
says Emily, "so I knew she was sad to lose all
those mementoes."
Because Emily and Steve each had a set
of Bonhomies from their student days, they

is now an ophthalmology
resident at the school.
Kimberly Petillo graduated
magna cum laude from the
Albany (N.Y.) School of Law
in May 2005. She is an
associate with Cahill Gordon
& Reindel LLP in New York
City.
Michael Wilkins has
been named vice president by
The National Bank of South
Carolina.
MARRIAGES:
Robert Clayton Anderson and
Natalie Freeman, October 29.
She works at St. Jude Children's
Research Hospital in Memphis,
Tenn.
Keith Dangel and
Meredith Moore '02, October

decided to take the duplicates to Gaby to help
refurbish her collection. Then Emily thought
of something else: Why not see if Furman
could provide a new diploma for Gaby?
Because she was making the request
on someone else's behalf, Emily decided
she should go straight to the top. This proved
to be a smart move, as President David Shi
responded to Emily's inquiry by immediately
ordering a new diploma for Gaby. He shipped
it to Emily with authorization to make the
presentation as the university's representative.
The picture accompanying this story
is ample proof of Gaby's delight at Emily's
surprise. Gaby planned to frame her new
diploma and hang it in her office.

29. They live in Durham,
N.C. • Cathy Ewald and James
Boland Loftus, September 17.
They live in Castle Rock, Colo.,
and Cathy works as an interior
designer. • Kathryn Hanmer
and Jeff Elkins, November 1 2 .
They live in Atlanta where
Kathryn is a multiage teacher
at Inman Park Cooperative
Preschool. • Jeffrey Hayes
and Brittany Thome, Apri I 2,
2005. They live in Blackville,
S.C.
Mckayla Lawson and
Josh Cairns, October 22.
They live in Lexington, Ky.,
where Mckayla is a sales
associate with Prudential A.S.

deMovellan.
Lewis Tyson
Smoak and Caroline Healy
Dodge '01, October l . She
is the Southeast sales manager
at Capstone Headwear and he
is the national account execu
tive at Bumper2Bumper Media.
They live in Greenville. •
BIRTHS: Andrew and Natalie
Baucum '01 Dyk, a daughter,
Sarah Anne, July 6. Natalie
teaches in the Charlotte
Mecklenburg (N.C.) School
System and Andrew is project
manager with Ryan Homes.
Tyler and Joy Thigpen,
a daughter, River Maru, May
22, 2005, Vancouver, British

Columbia.

Jason and Anna

Arlart Winstead, a son, Henry

William, August 25, Laurens,
S.C.
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This year is reunion!

Having earned a master's
degree in Christian education,
Anna Aaron began a campus
ministry internship at Carnegie
Mellon University in Pittsburgh,
Pa., in January.
Martha
Gasque earned a master's
degree from Wichita State
University and is now a band
director in the Horry County
(S.C.) Schools.
Having
earned her degree from the
Medical University of South
Carolina, Carley Howard
is a pediatric resident in the
Greenville Hospital System.
Brian Lingerfelt was scheduled
to earn his M.D. degree this
spring from Virginia Common
wealth University in Richmond
and then begin residency
training in internal medicine.
Daniel "Chip" McQueeney

has graduated from the
University of South Carolina
School of Law and works
as a staff attorney for the state
Court of Appeals in Columbia.
Christopher Newlin of West
Melbourne, Fla., received
a Master of Science degree
in mechanical engineering
from Georgia Tech and works
as a thermal analyst with the
Harris Corporation.
Brad
Rodgers of Homewood, Ala.,
is an associate in the Bradley
Arant Rose & White law firm.
Stephen and Hollye Ferguson
Stigler live in Boston, where
he is a resident at Massachusetts
General Hospital and she
works with the State Street
Corporation. Stephen earned
his medical degree from the
University of Alabama
Birmingham and Hollye
earned a master's degree in
business administration from
Samford University.
Claire Traylor is living in
St. Petersburg, Russia, and is
a professor of business English
at Baltic State Technical Uni
versity. She is on a one-year

assignment with ESI-Educa
tional Services International.
Josh Vann is an associate
attorney with Morton &
Gettys, LLC, in Rock Hill,
S.C.
MARRIAGES:
Elizabeth Augenstein and
Matthew Smith '02, August
13. They live in Cranston,
R.I., where she is an occupa
tional therapist in the Cranston
Public Schools and he is pursu
ing a degree in art education.
Ashley Carpenter and
Ramses Cordova, May 21,
2005. Ashley is a senior
financial auditor with Pfizer
Inc. They live in Whitestone,
N.Y.
Karen DeCastro and
Gonzalo Jordan, November
26. Karen is a manager with
Credit Suisse in Miami, Fla.
Brian Decker and Amy
Leicht, October 22. Brian
received a master's degree in
Christian studies from Denver
Seminary and works as pastor
of youth and outreach at Grace
Chapel in Castle Rock, Colo.
Megan Hart and David
Alexander Ness, March 19,
2005. Megan is assistant
to the president of Capitis
Healthcare International in
Denver, Colo.
lee Willis
and Ansley Loftin '04, April
23, 2005. They live in Athens,
Ga.
Shannon Woolf and
Matthew Connol ly, June 4.
Shannon received a master's
degree in social work from
Georgia State University and
is a contractor/therapist at
Tomorrow's Hope for Children
in Atlanta.
BIRTHS: David
and Adair Holliday Dobrowski,
a daughter, Elizabeth Adair,
July 6, Apex, N.C.
Todd
and Jaime Moran, a daughter,
Grace Kathryn Mae, Decem
ber 23, Nashvi l le, Tenn.
David and Lori Anne Helms
Odell, a son, William Alden,
March 25. They live in
Oceanside, Calif., where
David is a helicopter pilot
with the U.S. Marine Corps.
Joel and Hayley Odell
Simoneau, a daughter,
Susannah, September l O,
Clemson, S.C.

02
Next reunion in 2007
Beth Burry earned a master's

degree in rehabilitation
counseling at Michigan State
University and works as
a vocational rehabi litation
consultant with Cascade
Disability Management, Inc.,
in Greenville.
Having
earned his degree from the
University of South Carolina
School of Law, Gary Capps
works for Judge Michael
Baxley of the Fourth Judicial
Circuit in Hartsville, S.C.
Meredith Crowell, who earned
her degree from the University
of Virginia School of Law,
lives in Ormond Beach, Fla.,
and works for the state's Fifth
District Court of Appeals.
Brian Hahne, young adult
and college director at
Redeemer Presbyterian
Church in Winston-Salem,
N.C., has earned a Master
of Arts degree in liberal
studies from the University
of North Carolina-Greensboro.
Joya Nicole Holmes received
her Master of Education
degree from Winthrop Uni
versity in December.
Nicole
Kennedy earned her law degree
from the University of Miami
and is an attorney in Coral
Gables, Fla.
Amelia lacey
of Astoria, N.Y., is a mail
order and on-line sales assistant
with Workman Publishing.
She earned a Master of
Science degree in publishing
from Pace University.
Having graduated from the
University of South Carolina
School of Law, Andrew
Macleod is a law clerk in the
South Carolina Court of
Appeals in Columbia.
Kelly
Noble of Marietta, Ga., earned
a master's degree in physical
therapy from North Georgia
College, graduating magna
cum laude. She is employed
by Physiotherapy.
Maya Pai,
previously with the American
Red Cross in Huntersville, N.C.,
moved to the organization's
national headquarters in
Washington, D.C., in February.

She is an associate in the com
munications and marketing
department, working primarily
on internal communication
as it relates to finance and
disaster.
Jake Roper is
a platoon leader in the 3rd
Armored Cavalry Regiment
in Tall Afar, Iraq. He flies the
OH-58D Kiowa Warrior.
Last August, Jeffrey Warner
started a four-year tour of duty
in the Office of the Army
General Counsel Honors
Program at the Pentagon.
MARRIAGES: Joshua
Cooper and Kelly Michelle
Morytko, October 22. Joshua
is a special assistant in the
press office of the U.S. Depart
ment of Transportation in
Washington, D.C., and Kelly
works for the Ambulatory
Pediatric Association.
Trent
Emeneker and Lauryn Helm,
December 23. They live in
San Diego, Calif. Trent is
assigned to Marine Corps Air
Station Miramar.
Patrick
Gaughan and Andrea Brown
'03, December 30. They live
in Gainesville, Fla.
Heather
Hatfield and Daniel Burton,
August 27. They live in
Charleston, S.C., where Heather
is director of operations for
DD Global, Inc., and Daniel
is an inspector on the Cooper
River Bridge.
Alison Jordan
and John Garzon, September
3. They live in Dorchester,
Mass. • Sara Mayfield and
Joshua Tiegreen, September 3.
They live in Tulsa, Okla.,
where Sara is pursuing a Ph.D.
in clinical psychology at the
University of Tulsa.
Catherine Park and Robert
Frederick Williams, July 23.
They live in Greenwood, S.C.
Jennifer Summerville and
Stuart Albright, March 19,
2005. They l ive in Raleigh,
N.C. Jennifer is a Winner's
Circle in Schools specialist
with the North Carolina
Division of Public Health.
BIRTH: David and Arianna
Mclain Shirk, a daughter,
Madeline Grace, November 13,
Winston-Salem, N.C.
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Next reunion in 2008
Amanda lauren Caines has

earned a master's degree from
Winthrop University's College
of Visual and Performing
Arts. • Anna Garrett, assistant
director of alumni relations
at Belmont University in
Nashville, Tenn., has earned
a Master of Education degree
from Vanderbilt University. •
Elizabeth Holloway Gulley of
Bethlehem, Ga., graduated
from Georgia State University
in December with a master's
degree in interrelated/early
childhood special education.
• Noah Huffman, an archivist
with the Filson Historical
Society in Louisville, Ky., has
earned a master's degree in
h istory from the University
of Louisville. • Megan
Spengeman Larkins is a policy
analyst in the Georgia
Governor's Office of Planning
and Budget. • Chris lowery
graduated from Clemson
University in December with
a Bachelor of Science degree
in mechanical engineering.
He lives in Knoxville, Tenn.
• Abigail Simon lyle gradu
ated from the University of
Miami (Fla.) School of Law
and is employed in the Hunton
& Williams firm in Miami.
• Angela Roberts Masters

is assistant controller with
Regional Management Corp.,
a financial planning group
in Mauldin, S.C. She earned
a Master of Business Adminis
tration degree from Clemson
University. • Taylor Nail has
joined the board of the
Charlotte, N.C., chapter of
AlGA, a professional associa
tion for design, as I nternet
director. • Grady Powell has
been promoted to account
executive by the Erwin-Penland
advertising firm in Greenville.
• Todd Prevost of Brentwood,
Miss., is field sales manager
with The Southwestern
Company.
John Sinko
and his wife, Anne, are both
graduate students at the Uni
versity of Alabama-Huntsville.

John, who received a Master
of Science degree in physics
from the school in December,
is a research assistant working
toward a doctorate in physics
with an interest in laser pro
pulsion and plasma physics.
He presented two papers at
an international conference
in Nara, Japan, in November.
Holly Towle of Miami Beach
earned a Master of Science
degree in reading education
from Florida International
University. She is a teacher
at Miami Country Day School.
• MARRIAGES: Joanna
Ballard and Tom Mastny,

October 8. Tom plays baseball
in the Cleveland Indians'
organization, and Joanna
is completing law school
at St. Mary's University in
San Antonio, Texas.
Jason
Allen Edwards and lindsey
Ann Wright '05, July 9. Jason
received a master's degree
in physics from Clemson
University in December and
plans to enter graduate school
at Vanderbilt University in
Nashville, Tenn., in August.
Lindsey is a high school
mathematics teacher. •
Nicholas Kaigler and Sydney
Mathiesen '05, October 29.
They live in Atlanta. • Nicole
Kuhne and Alex Martinez,
December 20. They are on
assignment with the U.S. Army
in El Paso, Texas. • Mary
Beth Lemmons and Russell
Edward Young, December 17.
They live in Greenville where
she is an internal auditor with
the county school district and
he is an auditor at Ernst &
Young, LLP. • Philip lorish
and Lisa Hess, August 14.
They live in Charlottesville,
Va. She is in law school at the
University of Virginia, where
he is enrolled in the religious
studies program. • Courtney
Powell and Jamie Ouzts,
October 8. Courtney is
a physician liaison with AnMed
Health of Anderson, S.C. •
Carrie Sosebee (M.A.) and
Chad Byce, June 1 8 , 2005.
They live in Anderson, S.C.

04
Next reunion in 2009
Elizabeth Atkins Cline works

with Ernst & Young i n
New Orleans. • Ann Hayley
McDowell is a fifth grade
teacher in Spartanburg (S.C.)
School District 6. She earned
a master's degree in special
education from Furman.
• Eric Charles Gray is a project
assistant with Ogletree,
Deakins, Nash, Smoak &
Stewart, P.C., in Greenville.
• Burton Wilder Jones is
membership marketing director
for Girl Scouts of the Old 96
Council, Inc., in Mauldin, S.C.
• Adam '05 and Hope Yerger
Mabry live just outside
Edinburgh, Scotland. Hope
is employed by Everynation
Ministries. • Jeff Mullins is
a student at West Virginia
University School of Medicine
in Morgantown. • Taylor
Pierce moved to Washington,
D.C., in March to work as
a business consultant for the
Government Operating Group
of Accenture. • Shayna
Rasmussen of Greenville has
been promoted to program
manager by the Language
House Academy of English.
• Molly Ryan is deal source
controller/office manager for
The Riverside Company in
Lyndhurst, Ohio. • Ryan
Stone is on staff with Redeemer
Presbyterian Church of
America in Travelers Rest,
S.C. He also works for the
South Carolina Department
of Mental Health and is a part
time student at Greenville
Presbyterian Theological
Seminary.
Jimmy West
of Decatur, Ga., earned a
master's degree in criminal
justice from Georgia State
University. • Kristi leigh
Wright has earned a master's
degree in library science at the
University of South Carolina
and is pursuing an additional
certificate in preservation.
MARRIAGES: Heather
Carson and Trent Patterson,

January 15. They live in
Orlando, Fla., where Heather

has a private voice studio and
Trent is associate choral
director at Winter Park High
School. • Adam Dixon and
Stephanie little '05,
December 17. Adam attends
chiropractic school in Port
Orange, Fla., and Stephanie is
a realtor. • Katherine Gallery
and Andrew Fox, October 15.
They moved to Paris, France,
in February, after Andrew
received his Ph.D. and
accepted a position at the
Institute d'Astrophysique.
• lynsey Richmond and Scott
Merritt, July 2. They live in
Sarasota, Fla., where she is
the new client coordinator for
PBOA, a workers' compensa
tion and payroll company, and
he is youth minister at Church
of the Redeemer. • Bradleigh
Robison and Peter Uthe, July
2. They live in Chapel Hill,
N.C.

05
Next reunion in 2010
Ashley Ginn has joined the

Billy Graham Association in
Charlotte, N.C. As an execu
tive assistant and project
coordinator, she works with
non-profit organizations,
national media outlets, and
churches and schools through
out the country. • Brant
Glover is a credit manager
with Wells Fargo in
Gainesville, Ga. • Virginia
Simms has been hired by the
Erwin-Penland advertising
firm in Greenville. • EPCI
has added Christopher White
to the school's Greenville
campus as an admissions
high school presenter. •
MARRIAGES: Tessa Jean
Cook and Richard Garison

Taylor, November 26. Tessa
is assistant track and cross
country coach at Furman and
Richard is director of student
ministries at Associate
Reformed Presbyterian Church
in Greenville. • Andrew
Edson and Jane Stevener,
December 17. They live in
Arlington, Va., and Andrew
is a staff assistant to South
Carolina Congressman Bob

Inglis.

Stephanie Erin

Rosemary Havey and Collin

Derrick, August 2 1 . She is
outreach coordinator for the
Florida State Opera in
Tallahassee.
Leigh Hughes
and Jason Blackwell, August
13. They live in Gaffney, S .C .
Lauren Kiser and Blake
Meekins, January 7. They
live in Columbia, S.C. Blake
is a systems analyst with
BlueCross BlueShield and
Lauren teaches sixth grade
social studies at Summit
Parkway Middle School.
Rebecca Martin and Chad
Thornhill, July 9. Rebecca
is a law student at the
University of Georgia.

DEATHS
Mattylou Loadholt Kennedy

'27, January 8, Sycamore, S.C.
Lucy Elizabeth McDavid '30,

November 29, Greenville.
She taught school in Green
ville and Spartanburg counties
for 40 years and was librarian
at Woodmont High School.
After retirement, she was
active with middle school
teachers in Greenville County,
promoting Constitution Week
programs. She served the
Daughters of the American
Revolution in numerous
leadership positions on both
the local and state levels.
In 1995, the National Society
of the DAR honored her with
an award for "Excellence in
Community Service." The
state of South Carolina
awarded her the Order of the
Silver Crescent for her dedica
tion, commitment and leader
ship for the benefit of the state
and its citizens.
Ruth Pauline Willis Barton ' 3 1 ,
January 8, Greer, S . C . She
taught at Taylors and Brushy
Creek elementary schools in
Greenville County, retiring
after 40 years of service.
Samuel Ramsey Gain, Jr. ' 3 1 ,

December 8, Union, S.C.
He was a retired teacher
with Union High School.

Samuel Thaddeus Strom, Sr.

Catherine Hampton Jordan

' 3 1 , January 16, Union, S.C.
He was a teacher and principal
in Woodruff and Gray Court
(S.C.) schools from 1932 to
1946, after which he owned
and operated the Western Auto
Associate Store in Union
from 1946 to 1975. He was
a member and president of the
Union Lions Club and the
Downtown Union Merchants
Association and for 18 years
served on the Union County
School Board. He and his
wife researched, authored and
published the genealogy book

Smith '38, January 7, Clemson,

The Stroms of South Carolina
1 765-1983. He established the

Strom Scholarship Fund at
Mars Hill (N.C.) College.
Frances Daniel White '37,
November 29, Plano, Texas.
She was an acclaimed musician
who received numerous awards,
including South Carolina State
Music Champion in Piano and
Queen of the Azalea Festival.
She was accompanist for the
Los Alamos (N.M.) Concert
Band and headed the auditioning committee for the Santa Fe
Opera. In Denver, Colo., she
performed with the Denver
Symphony Orchestra and
was the organist of St. Luke's
Episcopal Church.
David Marshall Bradbury
"June" Scott, Jr. '38, August

29, Dillon, S.C. He was a star
halfback at Furman and was
voted Most Valuable his senior
season, during which he was
co-captain of the football and
baseball teams. In 1 938, he
became a football and baseball
coach in High Point, N.C., and
he coached in the 1940 Shrine
Bowl Game. He left coaching
in 1941 to become product
engineer with Behr-Manning
Corp. in Troy, N.Y., where,
except for service in the U.S.
Navy during World War II,
he remained until 1950. That
year he purchased a 400-acre
tobacco and cotton farm in
Dillon. He was inducted into
the South Carolina Athletic
Hall of Fame in 1986.

S.C. She was active in political,
social and business affairs in
the Clemson community,
including initiating the city's
first Welcome Wagon service.
She won a City Council seat
in 1967, becoming the first
elected woman official in
Pickens County. She was
Clemson Mayor Pro Tern
through 1 974 and eventually
became Clemson's first
woman mayor by winning
a write-in campaign. After
completing two terms as mayor,
she was re-elected to City
Council. She later served
as executive director of the
Clemson Chamber of Commerce and was vice chair of
the South Carolina Governor's
Highway Safety Committee.
She received the Woman of
Distinction Award from the
Association of Women Professionals and the Rotary
Community Service Award.
The Chamber of Commerce
named an award in her honor,
and the boardroom in
Clemson's First Citizens
Bank also bears her name.
The City of Clemson is
currently developing its first
water park, to be named the
Catherine J. Smith Plaza.
Vincent Holley Alexander '39,

December 7, Greenville. He
was a U.S. Army veteran of
World War I I and was a retired
accountant for Liberty Life.
F.H. "Buck" Grouch '39,

September 6, West Covina,
Calif. He had a long and
successful career with Sonoco
Products Company and retired
in 1 982 from the company's
Western Region.
Louise Bai ley Wykes '39, M.A.
'69, November 2 8 , Greenville.
A longtime teacher in the
Greenville County schools,
she was appointed by Gov.
Strom Thurmond in 1947
to a committee to study the
public schools of South
Carolina and make recommendations to the General

Assembly for improvements.
She was named Greenville
County's Teacher of the Year
in 1977. She served on the
boards of such organizations
as the Greenville Mental
Health Association, United
Way, Educators Federal Credit
Union and American Association of University Women.
She was active in the Greenville County Democratic Party
and was on the board of the
League of Women Voters.
Caroline Jennings Pace
Ghermside '40, December 16,
Blacksburg, Va. She was
retired from Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State
University where she taught
English for 18 years. In
addition to teaching, she was
an illustrator and editor.
Joseph Corbett '40, March 28,

2005, Orangeburg, S.C.
Gasper Roy Babb, Jr. '41,
January 30, LaFayette, La.
He served in the U.S. Air
Force during World War II.
Worth Collins Grant '41 ,

December 18, West Palm
Beach, Fla. He was a Southern
Baptist minister and missionary.
Following World War I I he
and his family went to Japan,
where he founded Sendai
Baptist Church. For 25 years
he continued to minister
throughout Japan before
returning to the States, where
he worked with Wycliffe Bible
Translators in Washington,
D.C., and pastored Temple
Baptist Church. A noted Greek
scholar, he returned to the
Far East many times as
a missionary and established
a Japanese language church in
Hong Kong.
Mary Kirk Johnson Griffith '41 ,

December 5, Laurens, S.C.
She was involved in the
Daughters of the American
Revolution, with which she
was a regent.
Carlisle Perrin Smith '42,
January 13, Palm City, Fla.
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Evelyn Rowell Dill McNeely '43,

December 28, Greenville.
She was retired from Cone
Elementary School, where
she taught for 42 years.
Jerrold Watson, Sr. '43,

February 17, Monetta, S.C.
A peach and vegetable grower
for 60 years, he received the
prestigious Mr. Peach Award
in 1 997 and the National

Outstanding Peach Grower
Award in 1996 for his
contributions to the peach
i ndustry. He served on the
S.C. Governor's Agriculture
Advisory Council and the S.C.
Farm Bureau Fruit Commodity
Board, and was president of
the National Peach Council
and the Ponderosa Country
Club. He also served on the

boards of Federal Land Bank
and NationsBank and was
a member of the Batesburg
Leesville Moose Club and
Lions Club. He was in the
Naval Air Corps during World
War II in the Pacific theatre.
Ralph Lattimore, Sr. '44,

January 24, Greenville. He
was a retired Baptist minister,

having served churches in
Georgia, Kentucky and South
Carolina. He also held several
interim pastorates after retire
ment. He served on the
General Board of the South
Carolina Baptist Convention
and was vice president of the
convention and of the South
Carolina Pastor's Conference.

Mother of the Year

State's top mom a strong advocate for children, the arts

As a mother of four and a veteran of 27
years of teaching in elementary schools,
Jean Orr Belcher has had a strong
influence on hundreds of youngsters.
One of her major causes has been
to inspire chi ldren - and, indeed, all
members of the community - to enjoy
and support the fine arts.
Now, she has a bully pulpit from
which to promote her love for the arts:
She is the South Carolina Mother
of the Year.
Belcher, a 1 953 Furman graduate
and resident of Barnwell, was honored
in late March at a reception at the
Governor's Mansion in Columbia.
In April , she traveled to South Dakota
for the national Mother of the Year
convention.
Appropriately enough, she was
nominated for the award by one of her
"children" - the Barnwell County Arts
Council, which she was instrumental
in starting and which she directed for
four years.
Her youngest daughter, Miriam
Belcher Ponder, told The State news
paper, "She is an amazing woman. She
did it all, did it well and was a wonderful
role model."
Indeed. She worked side by side
with her husband, Posey Belcher '54
(H '82), during his distingu ished career
as a Baptist minister in the Carolinas.
Her talents in the classroom led to her
being named Teacher of the Year in
Walterboro, S.C. At every opportunity

along the way, she promoted the value
of the arts, encouraging community
interest and support.
In recent years, Jean has worked
to help revitalize the town of Barnwell
and to dedicate a park recognizing the
history of the town and state. In 1 998
she was named Barnwell County
Woman of the Year by the Chamber
of Commerce.
Her children benefited from their
mother's patience, determination and
quiet strength. All four were the valedic
torians of their high school classes and
went on to g raduate magna cum laude
from Furman - just l i ke their mother.
With that track record, it's not
surprising that she was named the
state's top mom.
"She guided us," daughter Elizabeth
Belcher M ixon told The State. "She
knew when to wear the right hat. She
knew when I needed just a listening ear.
Even when I didn't ask, she knew when
I needed advice. I never remember her
raising her voice."
Philip Belcher said that his mother
"encouraged her children to do their
best at all they did. That was a lesson
I took with me."
Evidently, his sibli ngs did as well .
David '79, a concert pianist, is provost
and vice chancellor for academic affairs
at the University of Arkansas-Little Rock;
Philip '82 is president of the Mary Black
Foundation in Spartanburg, S.C.;
El izabeth M ixon '87 is director of choral

Jean and Posey Belcher have been
married for 51 years.

activities and chair of visual and perform
ing arts at Northwestern High in Rock
Hill, S.C.; and Miriam Ponder '91 of
Blythewood, S.C., is a financial analyst
for Computer Sciences Corporation.
In a fitti ng tribute to their parents,
the Belcher children established the
Belcher Organ Fund at Furman. The
first concert in the series was held
last fall.
Today, Jean Belcher is no doubt
enjoying the chance to pass on her
caring nature, civic-mindedness and
love of the arts to yet another generation
- her five grandchildren .
S o it's likely that this mother's
infl uence won't end any time soon.

He was a trustee of the Baptist
Courier, was a trustee and
chair of the board of North
Greenville Junior College, was
moderator of the York (S.C.)
Baptist Association, and was
a special minister to Brazil
through the Foreign Mission
Board. He was past president
of the American Cancer Society
for Fairfield County (S.C.),
was chaplain for the York and
Pickens County Soil and
Water Conservation District,
and, in 1983, was chosen
Chaplain of the Year for the
South Carolina Association
of Conservation Districts.
Mary Moulton Manuel '44,
January 24, Greenville. She
taught English at the Katherine
Gibbs School in Boston for
many years and later became
dean of students before retiring
in the early 1980s. She served
in the Navy Waves during
World War II.
Calvin Ferb Stansell, Jr. '45,

February 15, Athens, Ga.
A former textile chemical
salesman, he worked at Vend
Food Services and Orkin
Exterminating Company
before becoming stockroom
manager for the chemistry
department at the University
of Georgia. He was active in
Kiwanis, serving in a number
of leadership positions, and
was instrumental in starting
several new Kiwanis Clubs in
northeast Georgia. He worked
tirelessly for the Special
Olympics and was a lifetime
member of the Elks Lodge.
He was also a Mason and was
a U.S. Army veteran of World
War II.
Frances Stevenson Scott '46,
February 28, Columbia, S.C.
She played the cello and was
a former member of the
Columbia Philharmonic
Orchestra, was a volunteer
at the State Hospital, and was
honored with a life membership by the Women of the
Presbyterian Church.

Anne Varn Thompson '46,
January 1 1, Morganton, Ga.
She was a retired elementary
school teacher and an active
church and community
volunteer.
Frank Austin Grover '47,
December 1 , Piedmont, S.C.
He retired after 32 years of
service in public education,
including his final position
as a principal at Williamston
(S.C.) Elementary School.
Flonnie Lewis Mitchell '47,
November 19, Coronado, Calif.
Mary Ann Sloan Moore '47,

January 31, Columbia, S.C.
She was a retired public school
teacher in York County, S.C.
Jacqueline Morse Parks '47,
December 27, Greenville.
Elaine Chapman Karst '48,
M.A. '78, February 23,
Greenville. She taught at high
schools and elementary schools
in upstate South Carolina,
retiring from Mauldin Elementary where she received
the school's Teacher of the
Year Award in 1981 and was
a finalist for the Greenville
County award. She organized
the kindergarten program at
Overbrook Baptist Church
in Greenville.
Sara Louise Bagwell Kay '48,

January 5, Spartanburg, S.C.
She was retired from BelkHudson Company.
Margaret Little Proffitt '48,
December 30, Charlotte, N.C.
James A. Boling, Sr. '50,
February 8, Taylors, S.C. He
was retired after 52 years as
a State Farm insurance agent
and was a member of Greenville Life Underwriters
Association. He was a former
commissioner of the Wade
Hampton Water & Sewer
District, was chief executive
officer of Eminent Palmetto
Real Estate Trust, and was
a member of Masons, Hejaz
Shrine Temple and Civitans.
He was a U.S. Navy veteran
of World War II.

Wiley Bumgarner '50, January
30, Crawfordville, Fla. He
was pastor of several Baptist
churches in the Carolinas and
Virginia, taught school in
Nevada, Arizona and North
Carolina, and authored four
books on prayer and religion.
He served with the U.S. Navy
in the Pacific during World
War n.
William McKinney, Sr. '50,
January 23, Fountain Inn,
S.C. As a teen-ager he was
a member of the Greenville
Symphony Orchestra, playing
the bassoon. He served in the
Merchant Marines during
World War II and was an
electrical contractor by profession. He was a former
Scoutmaster, was president
of Golden Strip Civitan Club
and was l ieutenant governor of
District 22 S.C. Civitans. He
served on the Mauldin Zoning
Board for six years and was
secretary of the Greenville
County GOP for five years.
Frances Elizabeth Godfrey
Rutledge, M.A. '54, January
24, Greenwood, S.C. She
began her teaching career
in Laurens, S.C., moved to
Dunean Elementary School
in Greenville and later became
the first principal at Greenbrier Elementary School. She
was a member of the Star Fort
Chapter of the Daughters of
the American Revolution, the
John Boswell Chapter of the
Colonial Dames of the Seventeenth Century, the Magna
Charta Dames, the Colonial
Order of the Crown and the
Delta Kappa Gamma Teachers
Honor Society.
Hugo Alberto Duarte '55,
February 14, Statesville, N.C.
He taught at North Greenville
College, at Gaston College
in Gastonia, N.C., and at
East Lincoln High School
in Denver, N.C. He was
a member of Concerned
Citizens for Justice and did
volunteer work as a member
of the Reserves at the Gastonia
Sheriff's Department.

Thomas Leonard, Jr. '55,
December 17, Greer, S.C.
He was a Baptist minister who
served South Carolina churches
in Conestee, Clinton and
Landrum. He was in the U.S.
Navy during World War II.
Marion Francis Truett '55,
January 5, Taylors, S.C.
Kenneth Douglas Tatham '57,
December 10, Covington, La.
He was a retired deep sea
diver for Brown & Root and
Taylor Diving & Salvage Co.
Alvin Dean Crocker '58,

January 5, Rock Hill, S.C.
After serving in the U.S. Navy
during the Korean War, he
became a Southern Baptist
minister and served churches
in Senoia, Ga., and Monticello,
Ga. He also worked with
Daniel Construction and
Reliance Electric, owned
Neely's Creek Enterprises,
was a seamster and master
builder, was a photographer
for the Rock Hill Herald, and
ran the bulletin board for
Winthrop University in Rock
Hill.
Adrian Rashley '59, February

5, Taylors, S .C . He was a
former teacher and assistant
principal at Sans Souci Junior
High School and Greenville
Middle School. At the time
of his retirement, he was
director of food service for
the Greenville County School
District and a member of the
South Carolina Food Service
Association. He was a member
of Gideons International and
served in the U.S. Army.
May Hourani '60, January 1 ,
Beirut, Lebanon. She had
been a geographer with the
Defense Mapping Agency
in Washington, D.C.
Douglas Jerome Jones, Jr. '60,
December 1 1 , Charleston, S.C.
His medical internship and
residency were in internal
medicine endocrinology. He
was owner, medical director
and principle of Metabolic
Medical Centers of South
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Alumni Board's Revels dies at 65
The Furman family and the Alumni Association
Board of Directors suffered a major loss April 1 9
when James G. "Buddy" Revels, Jr. '62 died
of a heart attack in Louisville, Ky. He was 65.
Revels was a native of Hattiesburg, M iss., and
for the last 10 years had been a teacher at Jefferson
County High School. Before then he spent 1 8 years
as a Baptist minister in South Carolina and Georgia.
He also taught history at Mississippi College, and
he worked at Furman for several years in the late
1 970s, in development and student services.
He was elected to the Alumni Board in 2002.
Tom Tripi itt, head of the Alumni Association,
said, " Buddy was passionate about alma mater
and fiercely loyal and supportive. He had a way
of making everyone around him feel good . He
was a wonderful ambassador for Furman and
credited Furman with much of his success."
Revels' family has asked that memorials be
made to Furman University, 3300 Poinsett Highway,
Greenville, S.C., 29613, and to designate the gift
to the Buddy Revels Fund.

Carolina. He was a member
of the American Board of
Endocrinology, Charleston
County Medical Society,
National Lipid Association
and the Huguenot Society
of South Carolina.
Sandra Havelin Burdette '61,

January 6, Katy, Texas. She
began teaching pre-school
in 1972 and continued in
pre-school education until
she began working in special
education. She retired from
teaching in 1994, after which
she co-founded the Katy/
Richmond/Rosenberg Area
Multiple Sclerosis support
group.
Shirley Reeves Moore '61 ,

December 26, Starr, S.C.
She retired from Concord
Elementary School after
teaching for 32 years.
Dianne Hurst Green '62,
January 5, Morristown, Tenn.
For many years she was a
social worker in Abingdon,
Va., and East Tennessee.
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James Dale Cody '66,

November 27, Mauldin, S.C.
He was retired from the U.S.
Navy, having served in
Vietnam.
Ellen Nikula Taylor '66,
January 10, Holland, Mich.
She taught on the Holland
campus of Davenport
University and chaired the
communications department
for several years until her
retirement in 2005. She served
on the Holland Township
Planning Commission and
was a member of the National
Council of Teachers of English.
Saundra Kay Veach Ground,

M.A. '67, December I I ,
Greenville. She spent her
41 -year career working with
young children and early
childhood professionals. She
taught in Belton, S.C., Denver,
Colo., and Las Vegas, Nev.,
although most of her service
was to the children of South
Carolina in the Department
of Social Services, the
Governor's Office and the
Department of Health &

Human Services. She was
a longstanding member of the
South Carolina Association
for Children Under Six, the
South Carolina Association
for the Education of Young
Children and the National
Association for the Education
of Young Children.

Ronald Carlay, M.A. '75,
February 4, Laurens, S.C.
He was a professional
engineer, employed with
the Torrington Company
and with Jacobs Engineering.
He was a member of the
National Society of Profes
sional Engineers.

Nell Moseley Ramsey, M.A.

Grace Shepard, M.A. '77,
December 7, Greenville. She
was a high school teacher in
the Anderson, S.C., school
system.

'67, January 31, Gaffney, S.C.
She was retired from the
Cherokee County school system
with 36 years of service. She
was a former director of
Special Services of Cherokee
County, which she was
influential in founding.
Gerhardt "Gary" Suhrstedt

'68, December 29, Somerville,
Mass. An accomplished
musician, he was an organ
soloist and clinician who
taught music and piano at
South Shore Conservatory
and at Tufts University. His
wife, Barbara, was also an
accomplished concert pianist;
they performed as a duo in
40 states as well as in Canada
and Russia. He was a member
of the board of FLAME
(Framingham Lomonosov
Association for Mutual
Exchange) in Framingham,
Mass., a Russian Sister City
Organization.
Mary Tee Elizabeth Risk Cavin,

M.A. '73, Roseville, Calif.
She was a regional Girl Scout
leader and taught high school
French and English in Menlo,
Ga. She later moved to Greer,
S.C., earned her master's
degree in library science and
became a middle school
librarian in the Greenville
County school system.
Arthelia S. Warner '74,

April 20, Gainesville, Ga.
She worked at Furman for 21
years as manager and director
of information systems and
also worked for many years
with the Gainesville Chamber
of Commerce. She served
as a substitute teacher in the
Gainesville school system.

John Allen Waters '84,
February 13, Anderson, S.C.
He had served i n the U.S. Air
Force and was retired from
the BASF Corporation.
David Eugene " Dewey" Willard

'87, March 8, Greenville. He
was employed with Hitachi for
1 2 years.
Millicent Lee Burns '94,
January 28, West Palm
Beach, Fla. She worked in
the decorative arts field with
the Metropolitan Museum
of Art and other galleries in
New York and Philadelphia.
Janis McCollum Childs ' O l ,
January 20, Pickens, S . C . She
was a co-owner of Napa Auto
Parts of Pickens.
Ellen Stewart Smith, February 6.
Wife of former Furman
religion professor T.C. Smith,
she taught English at North
Greenville College and later
worked in the library at
Furman. She was a past
president of the Greenville
chapter of the American
Association of University
Women.
Kelli Tate Morris, April 2 1 ,
Greenville. She joined the
Furman development staff last
fall as director of stewardship
after more than 14 years at
Winthrop University, most
of them in development. At
Winthrop she was director of
annual giving and was instru
mental in founding the South
Carolina Annual Giving
Officers Association.

Playing for a cause
Alumni release COs whose proceeds benefit others

Two Furman alumni, one of whom
teaches music at the university, have
recently released well-received record
ings whose profits go toward charity.
Bobby Hol liday '72, a well-known
musician in the Greenville area, has
produced "Crown of the Carolinas,"
a 1 7-song collection that features
guitars, dobra, mandolin and violin
and celebrates his love of nature
and of the Western Carolinas.
GRITZ magazine, the " Digital
Southern Music Magazine," described
"Crown of the Carolinas" as "nothing
short of a beautiful piece of work from
some of Carolina's best players. Bobby
Holliday and friends turn in a musical
journey that evokes the true feeling of
a walk in the Blue Ridge Mountains, or
fishing off of a rock in a mountain river."
Holliday, who worked on the CD for
seven years and wrote all the music and
lyrics, performed in the Greenville area
during his high school and college days,
most notably with the band The Bojax.
He later moved to Nashville, Tenn.,
to work in the music industry before
returning to the Greenville area in
the mid-1 990s.
Of "Crown of the Carolinas," he
says, "The goal from the beginning was
to create a souvenir honoring the natural
beauty of the Upstate. One of the many
attractions of Furman is its location.
The CD would remind alumni of the
beauty of this area, and hopefully of
their experiences at Furman."
And, as he told The Greenville
News, "Crown" represents an effort to
"inspire, educate [and] arouse curiosity,
as well as to entertain." To help him
promote this goal, he received a grant
from the South Carolina Arts Commission.
"Crown of the Carolinas" is the first
CD produced by Red Hill Records,
whose president is an old friend of
Holliday's, Greenville businessman
Randy Mathena '71 . Mathena says,

" It's a labor of love and not designed
for profit but for praise of our Upstate.
The profits go to charitable groups."
To hear samples from the recording
or to order the CD, visit the Web at
www. redhillsrecords.com.
Anita B u rroughs- Price '82, harp
professor at Furman and principal
harpist with the North Carolina
Symphony, has produced a CD titled
"Healing Touch." Featuring music
of hope, reflection and consolation,
it received the 2006 Excellence
in Media "Silver Angel Award ."
Excellence in Media is a group
dedicated to the promotion of quality
family-oriented programming in all
facets of communication. The award
honors works of outstanding moral,
ethical, and/or social impact in tele
vision, film, music, radio, print or video.
According to Classical Voice,
an on-line arts journal, "Healing Touch"
is notable for "the consistency of the
program and the high quality of its
presentation." Burroughs-Price is joined
on the recording by other members
of the North Carolina Symphony; the
15 selections range from classical pieces
to hymns, spirituals and popular
melodies.
Burroughs-Price, who lives in
Raleigh and holds a master's degree
from Yale University, frequently
volunteers to perform for churches,
charities, soup kitchens, hurricane
shelters and prisons. In 1 999 she was
awarded the Raleigh Medal of Arts, the
city's highest award, for "outstanding
artistry and humanitarian service."
A portion of the proceeds from sales
of "Healing Touch" goes to two Raleigh
based charities: Interact of Wake County,
which assists victims of domestic violence
and sexual assault, and Interfaith Food
Shuttle. The CD is available by e-mai l,
47strings@bellsouth.net.

Burroughs-Price's colleague on
the music faculty, director of jazz
studies Matt Olson, has produced
a CD titled "Vortex."
The CD, the first by the saxophonist,
was completed with the help of a Furman
faculty grant. Three of Olson's own
compositions, including the title cut,
are featured.
Olson, a native of Racine, Wis.,
earned his undergraduate and master's
degrees from Northwestern University
and his doctorate from the University
of Illinois. He joined the Furman faculty
in 2002.
An active clinician and soloist, he
has performed with such artists as Doc
Severinsen, Manhattan Transfer, Aretha
Franklin, Johnny Mathis, Wayne Newton
and Lou Rawls.
Three of the musicians who accom
pany Olson on the CD live in Phoenix,
Ariz., where it was produced. It is
receiving play on jazz radio stations
nationwide.
According to Don Owens, professor
emeritus at Northwestern University,
"Vortex" represents "a true collaboration:
gifted individuals coming together
to make expressive music."
To learn more, visit the Web
at www.mattolsonmusic.com or
www.cdbaby.com/cd/molson.
The Furman bookstore features a wide
variety of COs by alumni, faculty, students
and student groups. Call (864) 294-2164

to learn more.
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The Last Word

Fa

uzanne
When my wife, Suzanne Law Hasher, died two years ago of amyotrophic
lateral sclerosis, or Lou Gehrig's Disease, she left a distinguished record
of accomplishment and achievement.

A 1961 Furman graduate and an elementary music teacher in Greenville

County Schools for

27 years, Suzanne was also well known in the community

for her singing talent. She was a former Miss Greenville talent winner, was for
many years a soprano soloist at Christ Church Episcopal, and played leading
roles in musicals at the Greenville Little Theatre, earning an "Oscar" for her
performance i n "The Music Man."

While teaching at Augusta Circle Elementary, she was one of 20 educators

nationwide to receive a grant from the Metropolitan Opera to have her fourth

grade students stage an opera. She was Teacher of the Year at Augusta

Circle i n 1983 and twice took her chorus to perform at the Spoleto Festival
in Charleston.

In short, she shared her love of music with many people, from youngsters
to senior citizens. She was outgoing and vivacious, and a joy to be around.
When she was diagnosed with ALS i n

2000, my two children and I were

devastated. We knew that there was no cure and that the disease, which

attacks and destroys the nerve cells that control voluntary muscles, would
cause her body to fail her even as she remained mentally alert.
But she insisted that we carry on as best we could, and she served

as a shining example to all of us. She fought with courage and dignity until

her death in May

2004.

Soon thereafter, I came to realize that just as Suzanne had used her
musical ability to leave a beautiful legacy, I could help assuage my grief
by working to leave a legacy that honored her. I became involved i n the
fight against ALS.
I joined a local ALS support group and sought to find ways to educate

others about the disease. A new ALS association has formed in recent
months in South Carolina, and I have been proud to watch it expand

its efforts to help families struggling with the disease.

I enjoyed another proud moment as well this spring, when I took part
in the Walk to D'Feet ALS - held on the campus of our alma mater, Furman.

I fully realize that my family's story is not unique. No doubt hundreds

of you have dealt with a debilitating illness within your own families.

I write this primarily to encourage anyone who has been i n this situation

to reach out to others who are grappling with the same decisions you faced.

Perhaps one day your efforts will help find a cure for cancer, or MS, or ALS
- whatever disease has affected your family.
By doing so, you will honor the memory of someone close to you,
find a measure of solace i n your grief, and support a cause that is well
worth the fight.
Do it for someone you love - as I am doing it for Suzanne.

- Fred Hasher '62
The author is a retired project manager with Harper Brothers Office Supply
Co. in Greenville and a former A tlantic Coast Conference and small college
basketball referee.
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